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A short-term longitudinal study
on the speech of “Look” in 3 and 5-year-old children

Fumie Nagao' and Miwa Nakagawa 2

The purpose of this study is to compare the utterances of “Look” frequently made by two nursery
school children aged three and five. During two separate periods, the children used “Look” utterances
in two distinct situations: when they are asking for empathy, praise or recognition using a particular act
or object of attention (Lw, “Look” with a target of attention) or when they are mentally unstable/ they
feel uneasy in the environment (Lwo, “Look” without a target). Three-year-old was observed to use
Lwo following his starting school, having difficulty in getting accustomed to the school life. During the
second period of observation, however, the utterances greatly decreased. The five-year- old was not
observed to utter Lwo in the second period. Lwo was observed to principally target care givers as a
way of relating to them. As the relationship is established between the children and the care givers,
Lwo was reduced. Compared the two children, the recipients of the utterances, either teachers or peers,
responded less positively as the age of the speakers go up. It will be thought that the negative
responses influenced the frequency of the utterances.

Key Words:“Look” , interaction, relationship with care giver
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