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Children’s “expression” at the developmental processes of educational

theories on drama in Britain

This study aims to examine how the interpretation of children
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expression” have evolved since early in the 20® century. In

this period British researchers specializing in drama education, such as Slade.P, Bolton,G., and Courtney,R., presented their

educational theories.

Slade first notified that children’s expression can be interpreted in the context of children’s developmental process. Later on,

Bolton and Courtney, who have drama background, applied theoretical approach by focusing on children’s expression which

was extracted from children’s dramatic play. Bolton and Courtney approach presented a better framework to comprehend child

expression. Courtney further explored the nature of dramatic play in an effort to work out a framework to reexamine drama

education. They attempted to reinforce the potential for child expression to develop as part of art education.
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