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preschooler who can not express the emotion of prosociability effectively

-by analysis of the way of expressing prosocial behaviors-

SuminoWakabayashi'

This research examined the way of expression of preschooler’s prosocial behaviors through naturalistic
observation. The target preschooler was the girl who had difficulties in committing effectively to the existence of
the troubled although the frequency of commitment was about the same as other preschoolers. The research
examined her way of expressing prosocial behaviors in details from some concrete episodes. The results showed
that from the aspect of behavioral skills, the reasons why she failed to express effective prosocial behavior was
because she acted violently and bluntly to any situations, and from the aspect of situational cognition, it was
because she directly intervened in unrelated situations. Moreover, the research examined the situation of her
unsuccessful prosocial behaviors where the third position care-givers related to. It turned out that the care-givers
misunderstood her prosocial behaviors because on the surface her behavior appeared violent and passionate
although she tried committing to the situation.

Key Words : prosocial behavior, preschool child, naturalistic observation
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