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Issues on the effect of "DEC Recommended Practices" for early childhood
special education in the United States

Toyokazu Mizuuchi' and Atsushi Nanakida’

This article introduces and examines a document that presents Recommended Practices that the Council for
Exceptional Children's Division for Early Childhood (DEC) recommends for early intervention and early
childhood special education (EI/ECSE) programs for infants and young children with special needs and their
families in the United States. "DEC Recommended Practices" (DEC, 1993a) is based on a lot of indicators
selected research-based or value-based, family-centered, compatible with a multicultural perspective, involving
members of various disciplines, developmentally and chronologically age appropriate, and normalized. It is
designed to provide guidance on effective practices that are related to better outcomes for young children with
disabilities, their families, and the personnel who serve them. The concerning part about guideline for "general
curriculum and intervention strategies" in DEC Recommended Practices is composed of thirty-one indicators,
within the following four subsets: (1) the broad outcomes that should occur from using appropriate curriculum
and instructional strategies; (2) the issues teams should consider in developing and making selections about
which strategies to use; (3) the issues teams should consider in making adjustments to the curricular strategies
that are used; and (4) the types of strategies that are effective and should be a part of every early childhood
_educator's repertoire. Thirty-one recommended practices for curriculum and intervention strategies are listed, and
applying for the context of inclusive early childhood education are considered.

Key Words: DEC Recommended Practices, early childhood special education, inclusion, general curriculum and
early intervention strategies
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EHOBEREICEL LSS, BRAOICAVSD Z &,
FLT, — AR EEOL Y 2T AZEILEF
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B EHdBRTWEG,

>
0 = —

VI. 8bbic

T AV HERETIE, HERBTORFEIZONTOH
RITTTIIRBDY, SFTXFERT0TTLRETEN
TETWS, ZNETOEE OBEEER»LB/-M
RAEBEL ERICELIEICRMET I EVIBEEN
b, DEC Lo THEIA FT A4 VidfER STzt
THBIN, KR THRY ETF®EoLAC . £ OMER
EARABIIZHICE > TV D, AFRTIE. TO—8%5.
ThbbHMHRZ CRAFEOHEENED L 5 RN
ZBWT, BERE2ZT AN, B2 7510472 -T
DOEANEHEICOWTHNZDIT TH DN, ERICHE
DAHFIL, MOEREED HETIEE) +Tx
BT HZET, JVEAO=—XZSLENADD
DFIZDOWTEZXDZLENARETH A I,
ZIZTIEEEIZ, bREONA T4 L OE#EIz
OVWTEFMNTEE M, HRTIER) ob(
FIA U EDRBEIZARADE, TNILESEEREITS
EToBRHRL, FiE, AR, EENH/BEREVLTZD
DN, FEFEICEMPOHBICRRIN TS, Zhit,
BROBENRAFHRZEE L-AARBEIIBD
THAZET) EVIHRIRIC—ART 2L D TH LMD
X9 7h, BIZHow To ZiE- 72 b DO TR, L
A ENNEE T w77 LEERT D ETOREBFESR,

ITANEED D ETOFEARMELERRLTZD O L]
ZBHZEMFRYTHY, TORTOREOHHEHRE
EECRBARERS & TET 000 Lz,
7272 L, DEC @ TH#ET 2EE) 2. bBREON
ARTAVERESERDOIZ, 2T LTI
EoT HRT 5] EBALONEVIAIIBNTTH
AH, TAVHERETIE, BER—A— AIZERIZ
B0l AOERPEBMT O ZEOERBRRIC,
MEERCSERETRECOLEICN U EMRELRE
H. ZLTHOSMBETEBMFToATWS, Z0
Lo bRELIIRLIEEREEFORR 2B,
MR 5 ERK) 2BV TH, REHR. . EMZO
ZENMBBLEEBIZE > TEREND LW HBRRIC
ESWTEY (McLean & Odom, 1996) . M_RFh %
ERT A8, HEREFELT T3, TO=ZFH
=ERIIELITRTOE . THLHRIZEIFERELEZ W,
B, AR LE DT, ARTERY LT 1993 4
R THESE3 2 EE (. £OH% 2000 FIZR£EAIIC
WESNTWS, 20 2000 ERED THIET 5 ERE)
Tk, IVHRLERLOBOX vy v TEED S LW
Yare MIESHWTERERLTWS, L THERE
DOHERD 1993 EROFN TRV BIoTRY,
VAo~V a v BEERE LR A REDED
DHARTA U EEBEBFRLEL) ETHBEX BB L
LOTHDEESND, Z 2000 ER THLET 5 ERE]
IZBIE LT, DEC (X, 7ThHA AL FRBEEFEHRERD
BEmfEsticBlT 2Rt biED T 3B, 25 LB
LEEE 200, 1993 ERRIC3 5 3R, 2000 GERE~
DUEDER., MEOHRNBEDHE L Vo1& 55K
FHZOWTIE, BELUDTHUTHIRERH DA D,

==5
[=N]=]

=

1) ZOMBRATOVIMIL 1993 F£IZHIR S, 1996
FEIZHEFEIE. T LT 2000 FEIZHETSNhTW3,
72 ZDOMBIINAEYC IZ L - ThXEEEah T3,
{EBI#E 7 2 77 - (IEP: Individualized Education
Program) & i3, 2B EREEFEIC L - TERDE
Bftdon, HEHECETIXETH D, 3
~2ABMOBFET—EAE2ZT2ERBH L LA
TR  RE - AE— A—ANCRE-ZHF
P—ERONENEVAEND,

HA RZA4BEIE, 1993 42 DEC OIFERH
DXELLTRENTWVS, 1996 FEiCHE SN
4%+ %5 %E8 (Recommended Practices) | X, %
NENDOHA FTA 2O T, ZHETOHE
BHERBEFTICHLTERINZHREZ L Ea— 1,
FOMBIZESWTHR LZEMETH L,

2)

3)




4) ERIFEEY — b 25+E (FSP: Individualized Family
Service Plan) & X, IEP & Rlkk, ERIZLVED D
e, Y= RAHBIZETLHXETH D, 0 ~ 3
MOBHT—ERAEZTIEENHDLERDOLA
SRR PEDORBEENEFNICREG T2 —
ZADNEPEVAENS,

51 3Tk

Bredekamp, S. ( 1987) Developmentally appropriate
praétice in early childhood programs serving children
Jfrom birth thorough age 8. National Association for
the Education of Young Children.

Bredekamp, S. & Copple, C. (1997) Developmentally
appropriate practice in early childhood program. National
Association for the Education of Young Children.

Brown, W. H. (1997) Inclusion: A time to include and
support young children. Dimensions of Early
Childhood, 25(3) , 3-5.

Brown, W. H,, Hom, E. M,, Heiser, J. G., & Odom, S. L. (1996)

Project BLEND: An inclusive model of early intervention
services. Journal of Early Intervention, 20(4) , 364-375.

Buysee, V. & Bailey, D. B. (1993) Behavioral and
developmental outcomes in young children with
disabilities in integrated and segregated settings: A
review of comparative studies. Journal of Special
Education, 26, 434-461.

Division for Early Childhood ( Task Force on
Recommended Practices) . ( 1993a) DEC
Recommended Practices: Indicators of quality in
programs for infants and young children with special
needs and their families. DEC / CEC. (ERIC
Document Reproduction Service, No. ED370253)

Division for Early Childhood. (1993b;, 1996; 2000)
Position on inclusion. DEC / CEC.

Lamory, S. & Bricker, D (1993) Integrated programs:
Effects on young children and their parents. In C. A.
Peck, S. L. Odom, & D. D. Bricker (Eds.)
Integrating young children with disabilities into
community-based programs: From research to
implementation. Brookes, 249-269.

McLean, M E. & Odom, S. L. (1996) Establishing
recommended practices in early intervention / early
childhood special education. In S. L. Odom, & M. E.
McLean (Eds.) Early intervention / early childhood
special education: Recommended practices. Pro-ed, 1-22.

Odom, S. L. & Diamond, K. E. (1998) Inclusion of young
children with special needs in early childhood

education: The research base. Early Childhood
Research Quarterly, 13(1), 3-25.

Odom, S. L. & McEvoy, M. A. (1988) Integration of
young children with handicaps and normally
developing -children. In S. L. Odom & M. Karmes
(Eds.) Early intervention for infants and children
with handicaps: An empirical base. Brookes, 241-268.

Odom, S. L. & McLean, M. E. (1996) Early intervention /
early childhood special education: Recommended
practices. Pro-ed.

Peck, C. A., Odom, S. L., & Bricker, D. D. (Eds.) (1993)
Integrating young children with disabilities into
commumity programs. Brookes.

Sandall, S., McLean, M. E., & Smith, B. J. (Eds.) (2000)
DEC Recommended Practices in early intervention /
early childhood special education. Sopris West.

Smith, B. J. & Mckenna, P. (1994) Early intervention
public policy: Past, present, and future. In L. J.
Johnson, R. J. Gallagher, M. J. Montagne, J. B. Jordan,
J. J. Gallagher, P. L. Huntinger, & M. B. Kamnes.
(Eds.) Meeting early intervention challenges: Issues
form birth to three. Brookes, 251-264.

B LR (1996) HERBTOFHER—MEITENT 7
n—F—. fHIEE.

Strain, P. S., McConnell, S. R., Carta, J. J., Fowler, S. A,
Neisworth, J. T., & Wolery, M. (1992) Behaviorism
in early intervention. Topics in Early Childhood
Special Education, 12(1), 121-141.

Thohanis, P. L. (1994) Continuing positive changes
through implementation of IDEA. In L. J. Johnson, R.
J. Gallagher, M. J. Montagne, J. B. Jordan, J. J.
Gallagher, P. L. Huntinger, & M. B. Kames. (Eds.)
Meeting early intervention challenges: Issues form
birth to three. Brookes, 217-234.

Wolery, M. (1994) Instructional strategies for teaching
young children with special needs. In M. Wolery & J.
S. Willbers. (Eds.) Including children with special
needs in early childhood program. National Association
Jor the Education of Young Children, 141-150.

Wolery, M. & Sainato, D. M. (1996) General curriculum and
intervention strategies. In S. L. Odom & M. E. McLean.
(Eds.) Early intervention / early childhood special
education: Recommended practices. Pro-ed, 125-158.

Wolery, M., Werts, M. G., & Holcombe, A. (1994)
Current practices with young children who have
disabilities: Placement, assessment, and instruction
issues. Focus on Exceptional Children, 26 (6), 1-12.




