YEHEMAFR F25% ~
The Annual Research on Early Childhood, 2003, 25, 11-20

BBHITI 0 =7 MEENZED X 5 IZHEY ird D
— K7 /:n& FDEEND —

INRET ! BAERT - R IReET-1E T ER - F mE ¢

How Preschool Teachers Put the Project Approach into Practice in Japan?:

Report of A Project on Water

Keiko Kosaka', Mioko Torimitsu’, Emiko Tomokawa®, Maho Michishita* and Naoe Sugeta*

This article describes the process of a project on water that used in a classroom with 3- and 4-year-olds. We
tried to put the project approach into practice in Japan. This project was undertaken in the summer of 2002 in the
preschool attached to Hiroshima University, and supported by members of the school of education in Hiroshima
University. The activities of this project were categorized into three activities; teacher-oriented activities, chil-
dren-oriented activities and “flow of water through the gutter” . We asked children to draw pictures of water and
interpreted their idea about water. Having an interview with a teacher conducted this project, three points to be
considered at beginning of the project were given. Below is a brief point of carrying forward a project;

1. selecting one theme based on the children's interests.

2. recording the progress of the project.

3. brainstorming teachers’ own experience, knowledge and ideas in a water topic web.
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