DEHEWRER P2k
The Annual Research on Early Childhood, 2002, 24,79-85

& #

MR B AT FE THRIT DT
~EERICE 5T H CHBOTHK -

feley FET] - BAS PR - B EE T xRk KT
Bl B - K AT

Regional Child Care Support:
Child Care Support in Tokushima Prefecture

Takashi Hamazaki', Takahiro Tamura!, Michiko Iwasaki', Hiroko Sasaki?,
Kimiyo Hashikawa? and Akiko Shioji’

This study was conducted to analyze child care support currently available in two cities in Tokushima
Prefecture and to search for the proper direction in which to build a child care support system that meets the
needs of the region and has local government and university backing. The study targeted 181 kindergarten
teachers and 522 day nursery teachers from the cities of Tokushima and Naruto in Tokushima Prefecture.
Regarding the implementation of child care support, the most common response in the questionnaire survey
was “Open child care facilities and grounds”. Regarding the effect of childcare support on children, the top
response was “interaction between children”, while the top response regarding the most likely educational
effect on parents was “interaction between parents”. With regard to day care itself, positive effects cited
included “interaction between children” and “increased freedom for parents”, while negative effects in-
cluded concern that day care may lead to “inadequate parent-child communication”. This report concludes
by discussing the components of the ideal child care support system for the future, based on these results.
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