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On References for Forming Plans in Japanese Early Childhood Education

Yoshinori Shibasaki !, Yuko Ishida? and Akira Yamazaki 3

This study investigated references for forming plans of early childhood education in Japan. The first
purpose of this research was to investigate whether teachers develop plans based on a curriculum. As a
result of our research, in planning, it was high proportion of kindergartens developing plans based on a
curriculum (national: 95 %, public: 96 % and private: 82 %). This result shows that plans for early childhood
education are bound up with a curriculum. The second purpose was to investigate whether teachers develop
plans based on guidelines for kindergarten education . It has been proposed that teachers must consider the
plan for early childhood education as a hypothetical kind. For forming plans, teachers must record how
children behave and reflect practices in the preceding year. As results of our research, when forming a plan,
only 39 % of teachers refer to documentation about child’s behavior, and 20 % reflect the past practices. The
average of teachers who refer to documentations and reflect of the past experience was only 7 %. These
results suggested that the view which regards plan as a hypothesis has not permeated the teachers. We
discussed these results from the view of understanding about concepts of both tasks of development and the

plan for early childhood education.
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