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Parents' Wordings toward Their Child in Social Interactions
between the Child and a Peer

Miki Yuzawa', Mihoko Kuramori?, Keita Irie>, Wei Chen® and Akira Yamazaki*

This research examined what parents think they will tell their child when they witness social problems of
the child with peers. In a questionnaire, one hundred sixty-five parents of preschool children from the ages 3
to 6 years were presented with stories about social situations: conflict situations (e.g., a peer broke the child's
castle of block) and prosocial situations (e.g., the child saw a peer who was unhappy about something), and
asked to fill in their wording to the child. It was found that parents used several different types of wording in
social situations, and that there were not systematic differences in these wording according to the child's sex
and age. Other factors such as parents' believes about their own life and child-rearing might explain indi-

vidual differences in wording towards the child.
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