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Effects of Figural Alignment
on the Discrimination of Oblique Figures by Young Children

Yoshinori Shibasaki !

Young children often can’t discriminate between oblique figures. This experiment was conducted to

assess the effects of figural alignment on preschooler’s discrimination of oblique figures (two mirror image
obliques). In this experiment, I manipulated the alignment of comparative stimuli: Symmetry or non-symmetry
alignment in order to verify Corballis and Beales’s hypothesis that young children often categorize two parts
of mirror image as same thing. Preschoolers showed low performances both in symmetry and in non-symme-
try alignment. This result suggests that the poor discrimination between oblique figures does not depend on

alignment of comparative stimuli.
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