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Concept of Dramatic Play by Researchers about Educational Drama
-A Consideration of Dramatic Play about Dramatic Theory in Education
by R.Courtney

Mina Sano!

Dramatic Play has been regarded as a shifting process to Creative Drama by some researchers of educa-
tional drama in England. They considered the developmental features in young children's plays were re-
lated to Creative Drama. Specifically, R.Courtney presented findings on the relationship between early

childhood studies and educational drama.

The purpose of this paper is to consider the concept of Dramatic Play regarding dramatic theory in

education by R.Courtney.

As a result, it was clarified that Dramatic Play in educational theory concerning drama by R.Courtney,
was a shifting process to Creative Drama, in which young children recognize, imagine and dramatize his
inner lives based on 'as if' thinking. Courtney's ideas were based on Piagetian cognitive theory.

Furthermore, Courtney emphasized that the understanding of young children should be reconsidered
from a viewpoint of psychoanalytic theories such as those by M.Kleine and S.Isaacs, through his survey of

educational theory about play in the past.

Key Words: Dramatic Play, R.Courtney, dramatic theory, 'as if thinking
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