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The Function of Social Norms on the Children's Social Regulation
in the Play-group Entry Situation

Tomoko Aoi!

There are many social norms in preschool. The purpose of this paper is to examine the role of social
norms in children's regulation of play groups during their free play time. This analysis uses transcript data

of children's social interactions in the play-group entry situation observed in a nursery school. The main

findings from the collected episodes are as follows. 1)In the entry situation, children apply not only the entry

rules or agreements for the activity, but also various social rules and behavior standards expected in nursery

school life. 2)Children often reject a friend's entry because the entering child deviates from the social expec-

tations of nursery school life. 3)The entry rules or agreements often malfunction, obstructing entry into play,

when the entering child cannot behave in accordance with the rules or agreements. 4)When a child has entry

troubles, teachers intervene and order children to play together happily with any classmates. 5)The teachers'

strong expectation that “children should play together happily with any classmates” causes invisible peer

rejection as a latent effect.
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