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Three-year-olds' Recognition of Space Which Exists on the Boundary :
Analyses of Spontaneous Speech

Shohei Tomita! and Akira Yamazaki?

This observational study investigated children's verbal adoption of the container image scheme by ex-

amining their use of container terms, the words going in, going out, contain, open, close, and support, in

spontaneous speech during kindergarten' free play. These natural language data consisted of semi-longitudi-
nal samples of 1 child's speech between ages 3-6 to 3-9. Analyses of these data showed that by age 3,
children clearly used these container terms for the physical domain, but not for the abstract domain. For
example, the target child used them more for container, body, and space, but less for peers, visual space, and
mind. This discussion considered that the promotional environment for the availablility of these word adop-

tions were (1) dialogue with adults and peers, and (2) engagement in pretend play itself.
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