YIEREMRER F202%
The Annual Research on Early Childhood, 2000, 22, 19-26

R BT D A DR E

—EMN - HIR

B it H—

N EF!

The Process of Acquisition of Noun during Childhood:
A Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis

Keiko Kosaka'

This study investigated the process of acquisition of noun during childhood. The conversations of a one-
year-old boy and his mother were gathered four to seven times a month for three years. Based on this
protocol, the nouns uttered each month were isolated. The nouns gained for each six months were classified
into 14 categories. The results showed that the number of nouns greatly increased from 1 year 7 months to 2
years old. Although the increase in the number of nouns slowed down from 2 years 7 months to 3 years old,
it gradually increased again after 3 years old. From 2 years 7 months, the increase of new nouns classified
into the Social Life category was greater than that of the Home Life category. These results suggested that
the process of acquisition of noun was related to the profundity and expansion of daily life experience.

Key words: acquisition of noun, young children.
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