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Computers Used in Early Childhood Environment:
Comparison Between Japanese and American Early Childhood Teachers'
Involvement in Computers

Fuminori Nakatsubo?! and Junko Ito?

The purpose of this study is to analyze early childhood teachers' involvement of computers used in early
childhood environment. The paper consists of the following two parts. Firstly, we investigated Japanese
teachers' awareness of the conditions of using computers, their knowledge of or experience in computers,
and their attitude toward computers and compared it with that of American teachers based on the survey
administrated by Landerholm(1995). The main results were as follows: 1) None of the Japanese teachers
had introduced computers in their classroom, compared with 51% of the American teachers. 2) 30% of the
Japanese teachers had a computer at home, compared with 36% of the American teachers. Recently the
computer has spread into the Japanese teachers’ homes. 3) Asked if they thought that there was a computer
at the young childrens’ homes, 3% of the Japanese teachers thought that there was not, while 13% of the
American teachers. Recently the computer has also spread into the Japanese young childrens’ lives. 4) 33%
of the Japanese teachers did not have any knowledge or experience with computers, compared with only 7%
of the American teachers. On the other hand, 1.4% of the Japanese teachers frequently used computers,
compared with 26% of the American teachers. 5) With regard to teachers' personal attitude toward comput-
ers, 44% of the Japanese teachers had a positive attitude, compared with 92% of the American teachers . On
the other hand, with regard to teachers' professional attitude toward computers, 28% of the Japanese teach-
ers had a positive attitude, as did 91% of the American teachers.

Secondly, we investigated Japanese teachers' involvement in software. The kinds of software that Japa-
nese teachers would like to use in the future were internet, music, and picture images. The kinds of software
that Japanese teachers wanted to have for young children in their classrooms for use in the future were
illustrated books, puzzles and sound games.

Key Words: computers, early childhood environment, early childhood teachers, Japan, America
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