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Methodologies Used to Analyze Early Childhood Care and Education:
A Study on the Evolving Research Methods of Makoto Tsumori

Mioko Torimitsu’, Sachiko Kitano?, Noriyuki Yamauch?’,
Fuminori Nakatsubo® , and Yuko Koyama3

Child care is very much a human-oriented activity and involves diverse personalities working together.
The purpose of this study is to examine some fundamental issues regarding the methodologies used to
analyze reality of child care. In this study we focused how Makoto Tsumori(1926-) changed and struggled
his conceptualization of research methods used in studying child care over time. He started his career as a
positivistic psychologist, using quantitative inquiry, such as statistical research methods. However, in a
process of trial and error, he modified his research methods to incorporate with interpretive research and
other qualitative inquiry. This paper describes the evolution of his studies can be characterized by three
distinct periods (trial and error, transformation and enlightenment). And it analyzes pertinent issues within
the evolution processes.
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