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Kindergarten Classroom as Context of Play; Analyzing Young
Children's Communicative Behavior at Pretend Play

Yuko Koyama'

This study analyzes the young children's communicative behavior at pretend play, focusing on the con-

text of play, especially the classroom situation, which among various factors is supposed to influence most

directly children's play activities. This analysis is based on the data which consist of transcripts of playgroup

interaction of 3-, 4-year-old children, observed in an university laboratory kindergarten. Out of 34 collected

episodes, 6 episodes are examined in this paper. Findings are as follows. First, children's play begins without

the explicit verbalized statements such as "Let's play". Hence, children are inferred to have an advanced

metacommunicative abilities to participate in their pretend play. Secondly, during play, children selectively

respanse to the surrounding occurrences and routine works of kindergarten. As the conclusion, it is suggested

that classroom play is not the free expression of children, therefore further study of play and classroom

context would be necessary.
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