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Private Speech by 3-year-old Children in the Situation of Their Play

Miki Yuzawa'

This study was designed to analyze the characteristics of the private speech of preschool children aged 3

years in the situation of play. The investigator observed children's activities and recorded their conversation

without interfering in the activities. The data recorded from 17 children consisted of 567 phrases of private

speech and 366 phrases of social speech, respectively. Self-regulatory private speech was mainly observed

when children were engaged in creative activity. The frequency of self- regulatory speech was correlated

with that of private speech describing children's own activity. Furthermore, the novel private speech on the

spontaneous restatement was notice in children's play. These findings may provide the specific characteris-

tics for the significance of the private speech in 3-year-old children.
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