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The Changes in Preschoolers' Interactions through Transition Processes

Hsieh Wen-huei!

The social interactions of newly enrolled preschool children were observed and scored for the frequen-

cies of verbal, physical and nonverbal behaviors. Furthermore, based on whether the behavior is pro-social

or positive respondence, each kind of interaction pattern was categorized into positive, neutral or negative

behavior. Based on a sample of nineteen three-year-old preschoolers, findings indicated that the increasing

physical interaction can be a measure as predicting the period when changes occurred in preschoolers' inter-
personal relations. Results also suggested that those interactions toward teacher or among children would be

quite different during the first two months. For preschoolers, teacher played quite important role as an

interpersonal anchor-point, especially during the first week.

Key words: interpersonal anchor-point, interpersonal relations, negative, neutral, nonverbal interaction pat-

terns, physical interaction patterns, positive, transition processes, verbal interaction patterns
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