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Current Reform Movements in the Field of Early Childhood Education in
the U.S.A. — Issues in Teacher Professionalization —

Mioko Torimitsu!

This paper presents an overview of recent arguements on the theme of child development knowledge as

the knowledge base of the early childhood educaion field which are generated by the publication of the

Position Statement of Developmenally Appropriate Practice by NAEYC. By analysing these arguements

three alternatives towards the possible conceptualization of professionalism in the field of early childhood

educaion are differentiated. One alternative draws on the framework of the structual-functionalist approach

to professionalism, argueing that the child development knowledge would serve as the main knowledge

base of the field. Another alternative, relying on the findings of recent curriculum studies, advocates the

total. reconceptualization of the program of the field. And the other calls for to develop the new paradigma

of the field's own professionalism, stressing the inportance of the role of teacher educators as the 'broker'

between practitioners and reserchers in the processe of conceptualizing the professionalism. As the conclu-

sion of this paper is suggested to explore the further possibilities of the last alternative.
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