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ABSTRACT

An Experimental Approach to the Emotional Meanings of Kindergarten Children
in Music Appreciation
—by Construction and Trial of Rating Scales Consisting of Illustrated Faces—

Nobuo ISHII

(a part-time lecturer)

This study had two purposes. One of them was to construct original rating scales consisting of illustrated faces to
measure objectively the emotional meanings of kindergarten children in music appreciation. The other was to
observe and analyze the children's emotional meanings by practical application of the rating scales to the children.
The strategies of this study were as follows:

1) To construct originally six rating scales consisting of illustrated faces to measure kindergarten children's
emotional meanings, referring to preceding related studies on this subject.

2) To have 70 subjects, kindergarten children, listen to and appreciate six musical pieces, rate the emotional
meanings induced by these pieces, and indicate them on the given rating scales.

3) To represent statistically, semantic profiles, relief maps and dendrograms of their emotional meanings on the
basis of the obtained data, and observe objectively the emotional meanings relating to the various pieces.

As a result of the above-mentioned work, the following facts were brought to light as to the emotional meanings of
kindergarten children in the appreciation of the musical pieces.

1) There were obvious differences between kindergarten boys and kindergarten girls in the emotional meanings
elicited by the pieces.

2) Kindergarten girls' emotional meanings evoked by the pieces were stronger than kindergarten boys' emotional
meanings.

3) Kindergarten boys' emotional meanings evoked by the pieces were more various than kindergarten girls'

emotional meanings.




