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The Study of Decorated Pottery in Predynastic Egypt: A Case Study at el-Amrah
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Decorated pottery was estimated to be religious and symbolic luxury goods in Nagada II because of its stylistic pattern and
limited use. There is little research concerning the excavational context, assemblages of archaeological artifacts and sex in
serial work although many studies related to the meaning of each decoration type or group of decorations has already been
accomplished.

In this paper decorated pottery excavated at el-Amrah was treated empirically. It is supposed that there is little possibility to
show a disparity in wealth whether someone was buried with Decorated pottery or not. It is also supposed that the
connection between sex and burial goods without decorated pottery had some tendency as many researchers had already
pointed out.

These results show that the cognitive system involved in the decorated ware was more complicated than we expected in the
Predynastic period. It is important that the movement of decorated pottery which is accepted as religious and symbolic

luxury goods were similarly complex.

Key-words: decorated pottery, cognitive system, excavational context, assemblage, sex
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