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Preliminary Study for Social Structural
Analysis of Jakarta May Riot

Shigehisa SAWA

One of the most hopeful Asian miracles suddenly collapsed at May 1998, because
of vulnerable balance of development between local society and global economy. In
Indonesian local context, the globalization, which means the deregulation from
authoritarian regime and the integration into global market, made local system suffer
monetary crisis. The labor intensified industrialization caused the demolish of old
authoritarian politics, however local community’s patron-client structure and “informal
economy” was maintained in the urban poor kampung society. Not only this structure,
much factor of Indonesian background of urban growth would have relation with the
Jakarta Riot.

The traditions of geographic social analysis which contains urban social issue such
as the ethnic segregation, the gentrification, the postmodern politics, etc. are based on
western society, not on Asian and developing societies. So that in this study, I intensify
the description of local affairs, rather than theoretical approach of social studies.

The background topics on Jakarta May Riot in 1998 that are presented here is as
follows;

— Historical urban development of Jakarta, dividing in 3 phases, 1. Jakarta as colonial
center, 2. Urban problems as developing world city and 3. Asian miracles of global era,

— Ethno-political situation of Jakarta, especially on myths of Chinese Indonesians,

— Controversy of informal based old “local democratic” system and new ‘“global
democratic” economy,
and

— “Gentrification” in urban development issue based on non-western local grassroots
politics

The most of the theoretical analysis in social study has their roots in western
historical development, so that if we discuss the construction of social theory of Jakarta
urbanism, so much difficulties of complexity would be pointed out. We would easily
imagine that we could adopt only the descriptive way, like regional study of geography,

in this stage of this study.
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