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Preliminary Note on the Castle Towns in Belgium
TOMATSURI Yumio

The author has studied some types of Japanese castle towns constructed in the early
modern ages. A specific type attracted him very much. It is a castle with wall, moat
and bastions such as Goryokaku in the south end of Hokkaidd. Its plan is thought to
be brought from west Europe through Dutch military books.

So, in his paper “Preliminary note on the castle towns in the Netherlands”? he tried
to examine the history of castle towns in the Netherlands and to clear up the features
of four typical castle towns by showing various maps and photos.

In this paper, he tried to examine the history of castle towns in Belgium, using
research papers, various old maps, topographical maps, air-photographs. Then, the
following five facts are pointed.

(1) According to ‘Carte Chorographique des Pay-bas Austrichiens’ (1780) fortified
towns were located more clsely along the border with Zeeland Province of the
Netherlands and with France than in other part of Belgium.

(2) In the northwestern part of Belgium covered with swampy lowlands, after fortified
towns were dismantled most of their moats have remained as useful canals, such as in
Bruges (Brugge), Province of West Flanders.

(3) In the central part of Belgium covered with gently undulated plain, town’s moats
were generally filled up to construct motorway rings after dismantlement of fortifica-
tions, such as in Louvain(Leuven), Province of Brabandt.

(4) In the valley of Muse, town walls and moats were disappeared earlier than other
parts of Belgium, and only bastions or forts have remained on the top of hills, such as
in Liege, Province of Liége.

(5) In the Ardene Highlands, planned fortress towns constructed in the middle of the
sixteenth century have remained keeping their original shapes because they are
located far from urban areas, such as Mariembourg and Philippeville, Province of

Namur.

1) Its part1was published in “Annual reports of Graduate School of Human Culture (Nava Women’s
University)” vol.12, 1997.
Its part 2 is now in printing in the same report, vol.13.
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