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Trends in the classification of intransitive verbs based on unacusativity and unergativity

Chizuko Matsuoka

In the study of languages such as Dutch, English, or Italian, unaccusativity and un-
ergativity are two categories into which intransitive verbs may be classified, and which serve
to explain various linguistic phenomena. According to many linguists, these notions can also

be applied to Japanese. The aim of this paper is to review the historical background of the

matter and the tests for unergativity and unaccusativity proposed in various studies, as well as

to take an in-depth view at the direction of recent studies on unaccusativity and unergativity

in Japanese.

Key words: intransitive verb, unaccusativity, unaccusative verb, unergative verb, telicity,

volitionality
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0. FL®IC

FEXHE M (unaccusativity) B & U'FERERE 1 (un-
ergativity) D213, EHFEOMFE B VT, £ 7
V5, WEE, AV TERERABERECBVTH
BEE2IATAESELTRHY SN, R LEREPEH
BT 20 FEAEhTWS, ZOBSIRE L O
B o THEABETOVRN I TELDbDOTHY, &
SEFCERES, ANV L Lo BERED
BlES RS SN TV 5, AT, BEAZSET S
HEHETH 5 IEE M L IR B I DL TR E R %
B U 226, FEEEIEFES L UFEREREROMNE,
ZFLTINETIRBRZHREBICL > TERINTE
77 A MEEERNT 22T, EETONTW3FE
IR« FEEER MO AIT BT Wi HEE OS5I
TAREOEAEES,

1. 220854 70EEHE & IEMEMY

ek, BEIMEFRL BEFRC a3 hTwuiEn
bhT&/, Ly, BF, BHHRIIZO05A47
BHD VI ERVDHD, UTORESEIIZV,
(1) There came to Japan a foreigner.
(2) *There talk a student to his teacher.
EEEOFIE—#EIC there B L HENTWBE H DT
HY, “There + V+S" L WwWIEMEL L2, O
EOBBACHYTEEEHOTERY, )TAHWVLS
NTWw % HENE “came” &L XWX BW T, there
BXWADLZENTE LD, QBT “talk” 1X
there XA D Z L8 T& RV, ZDX S, 87
W&o TXEHIENTTL 2 &5 RHEEIEX, EFC
ROTHEBIIBOWTLHEINS LFREINTE
(2111993, =JF19987%2 ), LT OfIEER I iz,

(3) WS h F 4 FIZHE- T2,
@) *FRAED 7§ 7 F bz, (FRAEHEIW
T2 F IR >T)
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@TAwSsh T2 HBE (W3] 2&LX T,
[AFHFIZ] LS BRBFEEBWIXBSHRILT S
2, WD M ] 2ELXTIREO & > LERBFE 2
Mms2Zen8TERY, £, AU CEBFH%
BAOlXTXERCENTTLE2bDELTUTDO L
SiBlbd s,

(6) KBRS B>ABERS R SN
(FERZEOBCT I LBTERY)
(6) ZALSHEIE T 5> ALEIE S ¥ STz
(FERZEOWBCTHILDBTES)

GITAV [RFET 216, WTHW: THIET 3 )
b, HBIFTH 2, —HOHSF [HISET 2] 136
BZHWCTHIELBTE, bI—HDOEBF [ (kb))
ERT 5] OBERERBHICT 2 LHTERL,

IDEDiE, HBRACHEENEXTH-TH, X
B ENHTL 22 L85, FENEEOBESC LT
HEHTE 3 L FREINTE T,

B OBE L 3, b % bEERKSE (ergative
language) 255 Fhi- bDTH 2, FEERSE L 13,
BN D EFEH, HEBIFAXDEE L BFEXOEN
BOBERROBIZE > TRAINENBEEBOI LT,
INRATEBRTAVAVA YT 47 B L wW-1-EE
CRONZbDTH S, BHEEBCREBHEOEEL
ftuBh 7 D B BIFE 2SHEXHE (absolutive) & FEIE N 3 Al —
D ERTT 2, 2051, BBHFAOFE L tEH
DEMESAZORERI L2 L, BEUTREDOH
RPIEERME I EERE STk o Tz, —F, HEPLHA
BEWSRELDEEBETIR, BHREOEE L BEFHD
FESTHE (nommauve) LwdE—0KTEbER
TBY, T0&5%FRE%ENE T F(accusative
language) £ /E.5, L L, SMEEBTHAHEZFOH
Tb “break” % “open” L\ o BEIZEBFHOTE
LB O BB A CER 23 LW ) i CHER Y
ZRLTw3, Perlmutter & Postal (1984)i%, Z®
& 5 REFEORER BN IEEBIFA L FF U, & Szt
BAREER R CEBEATY, FEEBEETEEF/ICH

2E13, B2 iF “happen” ® “exist” L o - HEIE

LI L LCABEL . 20k 5 R ABFAOE
CERLL b LEEMECRENSEL LTERSH, &
EHE TR UD CHBFAXOEREIC RS LB LR,
BTz, Perlmutter&Postal(1984) DR L7z FERHEE)
B L UHBABAOR L 2 OB ET 3,

Perimutter & Postal (1984) (=& 3
. #mﬁﬁﬂ_ * JEBERRENER IS

#Mﬁﬁwﬁ-’ﬁ&

@ EEHAZ: Gi%nk*ﬁi—"ﬂ‘éﬁﬁsﬁfﬂ
be Z¥
@ NEWEEFIC L HEF :
burn, fall, drop, sink, boil, darken, freeze 7z ¥
@ FhERVWUHREERTEF
appear, happen, exit, occur, disappéar, last 2 & .
@ ARCERT2EERNZHS :
shine, sparkle, glitter, smell, stink, Jlngle ¥
® 7ARZ MBI
begin, start, stop, cease, continue 7z ¥

FEREMEBIER DY

@ BB WLILEENRTA
work, play, speak, smile, skate, swim % &
© £HNHESR

cough, sneeze, hiccough, belch, vomit % ¥

DL RBAHFEOXANOBRNACET 2 I
DWW TR b O BFEN M DR (Unaccusative
Hypothesis) TH 3 L Lbh T3, #11(1993) 12 &
2L, ZOoDFA FOEEBFLIE, O Y1), (3), (5)
DX OBR 2R T, BEMICERIHED MR
(Theme) 2 FFEW & D, FOXENMBBIFATOBN
FEEICENS L R EBFATCHERNEREET b
DL, 2), @), 6)D& > CQOERMICENERITS BIfE
F(Agent) 2 FFICL 2 X3 BHEBFADOZ L THBY,
ZDES3RZOoDI A 7OBIFAIZ, BREOICEL 2P
Tk, BELZHZORLBTEDSAB LS,
ﬁu<ﬁ%mu%m%§ﬁéntwo

2. JEHRE AT 5305

JertiE R RBRT 2, HEFES LD X 5 IR
BhE L BRI =S 3 B, 7 L TRIbIERES
HOUBEEREM T TEOLE VI AL H S, B
ZBOBWIZNL TR, BBIXZEUTOLEIRRALH
BLELLND,

2.1. WREERLIE
Perlmutter (1978) ®Burzio (1986), Rosen (1984) iz
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FEREME - FERERSEOBER K TV BB BT 2 g OB

REEINBIBHT, FERER L IR DBV ITEEAE
(underlying structure) DBWTH 3 &9 £ 2 H,

FERERRENRR] & [FENigEhEa] OEEISHEBH R
BRHEE RO LR, there X, [HEBHEOER
(quantifier floating) | & \» - 72 ZEMEORE 2 ¥ 158
FRERIG R L ANBEURIR/F T AL DL LTEITS
nTwa2,

2. FEEERARLIIE

Van Valin (1990) ® Kishimoto (1996) iz{t&xh 3
AT, FENEEIIBRAOE RN EW S /HEL
TVRsEVIHDT, FRBEEL TR, BE]
(volitionality) ®5e#5 M (telicity) L v o2 b DM H 3,

2.3. LIS

(1993) % Levin and Rappaport Hovav(1995)
KRERENZIHT, MEBENLRIEE2ED OO, K
KIIEROLERCEREZB O TVE L WIEIAT
b5,

B2 335 L FBRERRN L IIBOFRIE, o
TKHD D EWVD T LT\, H1 TN
DWITE KL & &N % Perlmutter (1978) 3, ¥:E
RIS 2 L Do, EBCHBEIN:BFAL2RT
HbE, BEDEED X Y EES (volitional verb)
»IEE LB (non-volitional verb) ;&35 Z & L 45
B2 L EERLTWwa,

3. FEXRME - FERERRMEDT A b &
¢ DS

HIEI T, FEREMELEEER 23055 & b SR Bk
WEVL G S VRIS N T WD Z & 28 L8,
T, TR EDESICLTHZZ LB TEZDTH
%5, #1993 1996), Kishimoto(1996) %% 0
% < DEITHERZ BT, FEIREIZODVLTOF R
MNEXER SN, RSB L UIERERM 2T X bt
DHEMENENT B,

3.1, IpRRENT X b
1) N-VESEFEOTEEM (il 1993)
BB D A FEPEABHNICABL ZENTE S
B LEDbLD, B, #iRy,
ERgh, WMEY, [EY
FEREARENE *RB &, *FEF O (FEESESR
Zk)

2) BEFAOKIR (F1L 1993 ; ZJE 1998)
FAEREFD A FEOKE L L TOBR2FT
FEXEENE T SAEThI=EEIhI:T
HnK EA
FERERREIE 1o SABAT=BA R
SRAEBEATZADT L&A
3) MBREOBE  (®1L 1993)
FEXTRBIFR DA EFED (23] 2EMET 2 LN TH3
FEXIIEENGE HOTH, FAETBE #n
H S0,
FEREREEIR *T L E TR TET S0
ek
4) BROBFNEIR (Miyagawa 19891th)
FEXTIEENFA D SIS R IR T 5
FERERRENE *RAIZ 7 & 7 ¥ BTz,
BT Y 7B >72)
FEXIEEER. T Xatigx icERh T,
5) [TW3] IR (Tsujimura 19914th)
FEMEETR OB ED A EROENR R R T
FEXHRENE] HIIFEA TV B, (BR)
FEREABENEE RV TV 3, (BIfEDRESS)
6) [HIT] BXDORTEEM  (Kishimoto 1996)
FERBFAD A [V-L D] H3E4E)
FEXHER B ToER
FEREAREIE Ak E T DA
7) ##EE (telicity) (R2f8 19981th)
FEXHERBIFAD & [—HERIT) Zoh) & iR H ATRE
FEHEENG 2 OBRBRIRREICKE ST
BRI TIEA 7,
FEREMSEIF %3 1 BRI TV 7,

3.2. FFREFEMENT X b
8) [BhRFE+T 3] ICEITBTHIEA Il 1993)
FERERBIZLFAD A TR E TS
FEXHEENE *REMNFEEE L,
FFREREENR W o { DR E LR X\,
9) #BFE PRO EFBOA&R  (B21L 1993)
FERERRENF D 4 PRO FE2BMOEWKRTHZ 2
FEXIHEENE] WP PROBEC Z ik stk 5
nTwz,
FERERREBIEA " HIC PROBAZ Z 208k <
b3,
10) MERSOREEM (Wl 1993)
FEREAREIGA D 2 SR Z B 2 2 3
FEXTHEENE *RR, KMIBEISIT, B
L1,
FERERBENE BEDEAKKEL TEBNT
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2720
11) ERDBEOTREME (L 1993)
FERERREIE D A SMERZBHULE2HT)
JEtRBIE KR FEI LN,
LRI TRSEO SN,
12) &4HICTES
JEREA BT O A S BT LSRIRE
JentgEiEE *(BEROENS !
JEREREIE BT !
C13) [THHH] HOTEEME (L 1996)
JEEERBIFHOA [TH 55 | BRIk 3
IENRENFR *HEICELTH O o7,
JEREMREI BRICBFEVLIIT-oTH S o7,

LirL, A(1998) 325D T A MERS—BL
ROELS T L RT3, 27z, HE Q0D T

FokwiOLDT A M TH, LT L bRERF—BE

F, FTAMZE o CIEREHRRZ I LIZTE LD
=3, WAA(1998) 1, BROF—HOFRHEICOWVT,
FEDTF A+ WFEREMED B WITTEREREE T A b T
2HDELTHEDLIBWAREMEMNHS Z L iz
T, Levin & Rappaport Hovav(1995) & 3 f5#§ L 7=
[FErtigid & JERERRHEIC L > TD T R P BSLERHT
HoTHb+ARETIRRV] LWHAREMEEEET S
i LigET 3, k¥ks, COEOERK
XoTHEUAR—HLE, HHFHEWREDT A b TIE
[FExtig ] LFRESNZEFY, MOFENET A bic
BRLEVEWVSI F—ADZETHENOTHBY,

$7:, TAMERBRSOLNBZEZRLT, —DD

FLIERER E LTORAKEIBME L LTORERRD
EEME R HERE S 508, ZOEEEM T TRROT—E
RT3 TR TV, Fhid, E—oIEst
DT A b LIREERBEDT A MICAET 2BELD
R EVRD, UTIRART O, —D0BFEHNIE
MEDT A Mz bIEEERD T A MIZ BT 2H0—
BTHB, _
7) BLORARCH SAFEZNTLE -7,
- (A2 5 © JEA)
@) BwAhy Fhbic SAMBEE ST,
(FERZE & BEA)
(9) Bzt < 2D -
(ST L HEROBIFA)

ZDE3i, FEOFAMNIRFESANDD, Th
SETOTF A PCIHEMNMEEET AT 2 LRTER
W3 ThHb, TNTIE—F, FEREREEZRENTS
LORFESIP, FLT, TRHEFEDLSICLT

FAFTBILMBTEZIDTHS I D%

1AZR (1998) 13, FREEMMEORRER 2 BEY, Jxt
B ORRER TR L Lz BT, BBFERIEMNE
B/ FEERERE L v o R R ROBFICHHETE

 Z0bEwIRERRR L. B (1998) 1%, Z DM

Bicstd 282 3BTRS, B4 (2000) 28
(RS [eRt] L FEEEOBIRIZ D W» TN
TWw3, BA(2000) 13, EREWRRIILE» S [EE
Hl L [5EEtE] Lwd Zo0BER%ED, BAED
IERNREOBERZREMT 3121, ZhdDERIH
FE53HERH B EVIFRETO TS,

4, BE(2000) D[ AT HX

B A(2000) i3, FENBECHBELZERELT

Kishimoto (1996) CEB L 7z [EEM] &, Zhizxt
L T Toratani(1997, 1998) x ¥z k> C@wl bhi:
[Seistt ] OBAD» > ORAERNL, MESEUT
D> ITHEBLE LT, ENRERRET 2R [B
] b [seiEt] oo 0BR T L8
ECh 3o L hHEE, Kishimoto(1996) D [JExits
DREXIEEMSVLETHS ] LOETREUEL,
BT 1] T RRIELY,

T3] #xx i, ReEPTOE—LV] DL,
BEOBEREE [HiF] tvw3 7 A7 MEERMAM
LTE&FMLI NI KBNS, oA EBHiT 2, H5
wu%ﬁﬁ%kLfﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬂﬁ?%%ﬁ%%?ﬂo
JEtEEDRS L3, BB 5 A 7OBEEFEOFESM
BFAOENELRACEEERTEVWI ZETHY, 2
NI EBSMUBAOEELRICELBVET 35147
DOEFALZREZbDTHoT. UTORIERS X,
[} ) BCMEHT DR IROBNETHE I L
BED B, : :

10 Y10 3 OKIR/ID LT OBREA,
BLUOTOFRELLIDOEAN
QR 2 OR, *EE»IFOEES,
YT OFE, BEZhHTOFED
0 flBhaE, (DXEBIEE ) BXTRLED
DTHB, WEANEFPZ LT, [HT] #BX%E
Fva e, BEFAORTIRSOERTEIHTLBIL
BR3P B, DI, BEA(2000)1 [0 ] #XH
IR B/ FEEEREH 2 ROV 20 cBEL Tw3 &
FET 2, BEARQ2000) X, UTD X5, THEHE
EEEMZ D BB AW AR CRIEIBRE R R S
ZrRTERVEEET S,
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FExHEM - FERER OB CE T HEHO ST 2 R OBH

Vendler (1967) DENEASEHD 5> B, THEEOH 3
7 B B 57 (achievement verb), ¥|# & (accomplish-
mentverb) XEFN 3 DTHY, ThsDENFED
FEXPREIEA & LT t ) b, EE, ZhbDE)
i [T ] BXQEAR TV,

(12) ZEREhEH
a, JBICHIFOR
b. MhdlFDit
13) FZEEFH
a, fEo o7 IETNV
b, E2ELITOFH
L L, (EByEIE (activity verb) iZBWTH, [»
J ISR T 2EEDH D, BRI LRWIEELH 5,

(1) vEBENGA

EH D DITDOR—
B % 0 ORFET

. By O~
. B E T O EE
CEOLTOS Y —
CEDLTDT V-

- 0 A O T R

BRI EEFAD L 5 12, BIfEEEER b -
TIT 2 8RAOEHE, [»i7] RENFEFLEHM T2 2
EBTERVLENVI HD,

(15 ftuEhsd
a, AT OR/ FHITDIEK
b. fRE T ORIE/ & » T OZERE
16 EEMEED o EEE
a, "MRzHiFOR
b, WL OEE
1) EEME S - VEEE
a, B »riTOHR
b. HhnF DTt

Linl, BEMEEHLZVEEFEIIIBLTY, [HiT]
BRI L WEENH B,

18 *BEH »FOW
Ul & sz, BEMELTEEZNERIZTHIER

BEPREMTBEELLT5L, TXRTOFICOL
T ELBATE RV, ERQ000)IZ, UTDLD

23 % L IENR B/ JERERRBIEIC D VLT, LD &L
OB DWTHAT A Z L TE B LS,

FErHEMEDFMF (FE4<2000)

BEEEE2HbLT, TREOERERTHF. £h
DSO8R, D% ) BEESHD », SEREEOER
V& B2 VBRI FEREEBFETH 59,

M, BRFALSEEEER - TV 3HER, TR
T i & T IERERRBIFI T H 5,

UE, BESRELIEMHEEORBICES L,
[EEM) [Tt Orbor0ARLEETSE
BETIRIEZAIENTERDSEBFICOVWTH S &
SERERDITE, XV DEEIE>WLWIHHET LI L
BAEEE 2 B,

5. ¥&&

PLE, FEMRSMEICBE Y 2 AT OIS & Fih
ERTE, BARQI)DEREIZL S [EEM] &
[SefstE ] #RALEET2ERRZ, IhE TORT
WRTETONTELT R MR, V%L DB
EFANTBIENBTELLSITHS, LL, IBE
BRIz & 5z, FERERS M X EEMLS, FEREMC
BEfHESFhFRM U TBRT 2 25, B
LTHFDLR_RVDEBIZORZTEDTTAMNTSIE
BEYLOL VI BENEL S, 8512, FEEOFE
Rk L, ERERERIESYE LBEEO—DDERA
Db, FRETFTALNTEHQELT, [»iT] #E
XEHFT T, Lrl, BEEMLafmEo— onE
HThdrikokzlUlk, T Oo0MEBER2TA MY
2 O ERFMEITZE, FENEEBRASBOTERLT
{B5DTHA5», DY, BEMEDT X b LZHEMHE
DFANE2Z7VT7 LI bOBIENEEFHATHZ LT3
ZENRTELZDL, tWHIMETHE, /2, BEEMH
BLUREHCL->CEHEFAEEET S, 2, BE
HHEEELELEEDLEIHHE, b.EEEIH 205
EHED R WER, o, BEMS L S BEELH 2EE,
d. B L5 LB RVEFHRE WS 4DD S
N—TFEHETHIENTEB I LICR DM, Zhs
4DDIN—TDI B, FEEELHEEND B3 DD
IN—7, $ikbba,, b, d. OBFEOIINV—T
EOLEEDICUTHEEERL L TH>TLvon
EWIEERL AU TL %, LD &S 2DV,
SR SIHBFLTuLRThER STV EEbh b,
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1) Q0 &3 %54 7OEEBFAOH L LTiE, fllic
[&EU32, @53, find] 2E8HD, QD &>
k¥4 7OEBHAOME LT, iz (@, B,
Bha] REBHBEEDNTVS,

2) BEFOLERE & IEEIERSEOBIEIC DV T,
ZR1998) vIUT D & 5 BT 3, BHERF
3% DEITHELMHKERICRTRIER SRV EWL
SHMIBH 310, [RESAFECHPEL
ZEolz] EwIX%E [REVHFB CHPRERS
AZol] EEVHZ 3 LRTE RV, HEHR
BTH &b L BT EREEIC 55 L ShT
v B IEREBIEIL, [t 0L REER RN ]
%me%%%&TMLﬁntJt=umxég
ERTE B,

3) FENEEDT X b3S L L d o BlicDw
X, ¥AR(2001) pp.15-22%BWS hiz,

4) WA (1998) 23 EEED T R b HSFENREME: - FEBERSME
EFANTEORSIbLRLE LTETET X
Micid [BEETS25 ] [PRO OfER (&4 [#
FHOFR] HBBEOKRE] v oleT X bt
HY, ThoRRFIL L bEBETSh T3 (pp.
43-462M),

5) BA(1998)1F, O EBELT, Flzid [#h
3] RE, 07 A P CRIENEEEESRIDI
BEOELEN-VEESGABRO» SRV —
ANHBH, ZNEXEERIZIENRER, EBRORI
EoTZDL S HERFAVEELY, ZOTF A}
TRRREZSTVRELELOND LT3,

6) BA(2000)i%, [ ] WX LREU &> h®%d .
SRR THOKE [BEEL TN ] [YID &L
DARR] [BREOH] B8H21b0D, Thoiddt

BT 3B R ) OFIRBHS L L, TRTOH

ARREET 2SS EDL LRV EHBEL T3,
7) E4(2000) d,v [T ] B TEHA»T03
O EL ] DEIBBEOBRTH S Bk

(Inception reading) & [FEAMITOE] L5854
. O [#$h5As] (Halfway reading) 235 228, %A

DEVIZ L > TEDOHELBMEMONR & 2 2012 I3F
By olkzdi, Ihs2BYORARZTAMER
MBARTH B LR RT3,

8) BATBORERFL, ZOFRCYUTIEDS L,
BEHE LD R » CEEBRCAES L
L5 hb Lhiwvds, BAR(2000)1XHEE
OIRIEENF RN 7 AR b 2R BIFOER
LB TERWDIZ, ZOF R MTIRREBFHD
FEXREMEE T A DT B ENTERVLERRTVS,

C= 3y

BILREB(1993) 30k L EBIERR] VD UEBE.

BAFER (2000) [FEXEEFS]| HEFBORBMOR
] pp71-110, VOUHE. ,

PR EEF(1998) [BhFAOEK & AMARR OS]

[COE B ERM AR ARS | EROSHFER

DR L ZDH AL EIE?2)] : pp.341-363.

ARATERF (2001) [EhfEMERFE+ (32 ] BXotEs
ERR] EERZFXREREFTEFRBME LR GR
FifT).

TAZHE (1998) [BFAEBEOERESBF B 285
DiAEDYE ] [EFFR] $£1145 pp.37-83 H

BRFERIT.

=IREE— (1998) T4k L HilkHisERR ] < » LSHIR.
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