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Teaching Rapid Reading Materials in High School:
How Rewritten Texts and Questions on the Text Influence Comprehension

Osamu Hamaguchi and Naoki Akiyama

The reading materials in the English textbooks for Japanese high school students are
often the rewritten version of the originals. In many cases, post-reading activities are added
to those adapted materials. The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate and to analyse the
effectiveness of the rewritten materials for the readers. Also, this paper discusses what post-
reading activities should be like. There are some suggestions for these activities that have
been introduced and tried in actual classes. Considering the fact that most of the reading
materials on the text are rewritten, studying the materials through comparison with the

originals can be rewarding for teachers.
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But the men agreed to tell stories on the way up
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But the men agreed to use the stairs. To kill time
they decided to tell stories on the way up.

The next story kept them amused till they had
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reached the 31 st floor.
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APPENDIX

APLAY OF WIT

A broadcasting company needed someone to help
them. Swanson, a student who was studying drama
at a local college, wanted the job and went for an
interview. He was surprised to find there were many
people waiting their turn.

His name was called and the interview began. The
first question from the examiner was, “What are you
studying at college?” “I write short dramas,” was
Swanson’s answer.

“Then, will you make a short play here now?”
asked another examiner. Swanson stood up and
went to the door. He opened it and shouted, “Ev-
erybody may go home. I got the job!”

True or False?

1. Swanson was a college student who was studying
drama.

2. A lot of people came to the interview for the job
Swanson wanted.

3. Swanson shouted to the others because he had
got the job

CLEVER LUGGAGE

Mr. White was standing at the window of a train
in a station. He was going to London, and he was
very angry. As the train began moving, an old porter
came to the window.

Mr. White shouted angrily to the porter, “I gave
you my luggage a quarter of an hour ago, but you
haven'’t put it on the train. Why isn’t it here? Where
have you put it?”

The porter looked at Mr. White and said, “I
looked for you everywhere, but I couldn’t find you.
Your luggage isn’t as stupid as you are. You're on
the wrong train. This train is going to Cambridge.”

Fill in the blanks.

Mr. White was ( ) with the porter because he
could not find his luggage in the train. The porter
said Mr. White was not as ( ) as his luggage. Mr.
White was on the () train.

KAIDAN

Three men came to New York for the first time.
They got a room in a hotel. In the evening they went
out and did not come back till midnight. The room
they had taken was on the 43rd floor. “I am sorry,
gentlemen,” said the porter, “but the elevator does
not work. There is something wrong with it. You
will have to walk up to your room.” This was bad
news. But the men agreed to use the stairs. To kill
time they decided to tell stories on the way up.

By the time the first man had told his story they
had climbed up to the 14th floor. When the second
man finished his amusing story, they had reached the
31st floor. At last it was time for the third man to
tell his story, but he refused. He said the story he had
in mind was too terrible — he simply could not tell
it. They went on climbing, and the other two kept
asking him to begin. At last they stopped and
refused to go on if he did not tell them his terrible
story. “The story I have to tell is very short,” he said
at last. “I have left the key to our room downstairs
with the porter.”
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Answer in English

1. On what floor was the three men’s room?

2. Did they use the elevator to go up to their room?

3. On what floor were they when the first two
people had finished their stories?

4. Did the third man want to tell his story?
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