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Semantics of Identity and Globalization
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Abstract

For examining contemporary society, especially in international relations, there would

be no doubt that “identity” is an indispensable concept. The term is used to signify one’s own
culture, uniqueness, difference and so on in the context of international relations or inter-
cultural communication. It is generally understood that “identity” is not only an outward
apparatus of individual consciousness, as shown in its close usage to “culture,” but also that it
confines the mental structure as a causal factor of behavior.

somewhat difficult to undershand.

That is why, the concept is
In Japan, especially, where the word is written in
katakana, it can be hardly said that its concept is complelely understood. This paper aims
to reconsider the meaning of identity. Nonetheless, the aim is not just to reexamine
Erikson’s theory, which has originally reffered to the concept in the current sense, but also to
discuss its significance in understanding ongoing globalization, considering its relevance to
contemporary conditions. The pivots are “differentiation” or distinction, and modern
society and the international situation, which sharpens the awareness of identity.
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