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Given your Hero, is he to become Conqueror, King,
Philosopher, Poet? It is an inexplicably complex
controversial-calculation between the world and him!



He will read the world and its laws; the world with its
laws will be there to be read. What the world, on this
matter, shall permit and bid is, as we said, the most
important fact about the world. —— (p. 80)
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patterns, and in a wide sense creators, of whatsoever the
general mass of men contrived to do or to attain; all
things that we see standing accomplished in the world are
properly the outer material result, the practical
realisation and embodiment, of Thoughts that dwelt in
the Great Men sent into the world: the soul of the whole
world’s history, it may justly be considered, were the
history of these. (p. 1)
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For, as I take it, Universal History, the history of what
man has accomplished in this world, is at bottom the
History of the Great Men who have worked here. They

were the leaders of men, these great ones; the modellers, One comfort is, that Great Men, taken up in any way,




are profitable company. We cannot look, however

imperfectly, upon a great man, without gaining somethig
by him. He is the living light-fountain, which it is good
and pleasant to be near. The light which enlitens, which
has enlightened the darkness of the world; and this not as
a kindled lamp only, but rather as a natural luminary
shining by the gift of Heaven; a flowing light-fountain,
as I say, of native original insight, of manhood and heroic
nobleness; — in whose radiance all souls feel that it is well
them. (pp. 1-2)
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(—) Centenary Edition, the Works of Thomas Carlyle in Thirty volumes,
vol. V, London Chapman and Hall, Limited, 1897.
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- Thomas Carlyle, Sartor Resartus, Centenary Edition, the Works of Thomas
Carlyle in Thirty volumes, vol. I, London Chapman and Hall, Limited,
1896.
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