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SUMMARY

Conscription was a product of the modern state. It was revolutionary that people
of all classes fight for their own country. Conscription has been regarded as demo-
cratic. Right o refuse conscriptive service is also a product of modern state. Freedom
of conscience should be guaranteed as a basic human right. So the state established
civil service as an alternative.

The Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Germany adopted on May 8, 1949
was the first constitution that ever stipulated the right of conscientious objection. It
was 7 years before the ratification of general conscription. Nowadays about the half of
people eligible for service choose to serve as a “Zivi”, not as a soldier. In Germany
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civilian service is considered more important for the people than conscription into the
armed forces. The civil service has become an indispensable part of the social welfare
system.

This short paper looks briefly into the transformation of the meaning of consci-
entious objection : from exceptional individual decisions to social welfare.
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