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National Minority Issue in the East-West Relations in
Europe in the Cold War Era: The Role of Yugoslavia
in the CSCE/OSCE Human Rights Regime
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SUMMARY

In the Cold War era the East and West confronted with each other around the
human rights principles of the CSCE (the Conference on Security and Cooperation in
Europe) regime. But this scheme was not applicable to arguments of national minority
issues. This article is an attempt to analyze special role of Yugoslavia in this issue
-area.

Yugoslavia continued to try to reach agreements which indicated the rights of
national minority as collective rights, but the many states of the CSCE participants,
such as France, Greece, the USSR, strongly opposed the proposals. As a result, the
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Helsinki Fial Act (1975) only gave limited prescription that “persons belonging to”
national minorities were approved to have rights, not as collective rights which
Yugoslavia required.

But in the development process of the regime (1986-1989) , other countries, such
as Canada, submitted proposal on national minority and suceeded in making more
comprehensive prescription, without taking account of proposal of Yugoslavia.

It is evident that Yugoslavia contributed to durability of the regime. Ethnic
conflicts of the post-Cold War era in Europe shows that foresight of intention of

Yugoslavia was true.
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