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The Evolution of Burmese Socialism:
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SUMMARY

The first People’s Congress was convened in March 1974, on the basis of the
result of the general election which was held in January and February 1974. Then, the
political power was transferred from the Revolutionary Council to the new civil
government. Although the socialist constitution stated that the Burma Socialist Pro-
gramme Party would play a vital role in the political scenes of Burma, the government
was regarded as one virtually backed and supported by military. It was forced to face
political upheavals caused by strikes of laborers working in the State Economic
Enterprises and demonstrations of university students from 1974 to 1976, when the
hyper inflation swept over the whole of Burma. In addition, the economy had been



impoverished by a wide range of socialist reforms carried out by the Revolutionary
Council since 1960s. Therefore, the government was obliged to take various measures
to reconstruct the ailing economy in order to get over the political crisis. This paper
is dealing with the changes in economic policies to revitalize the economy and their

consequences.
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