MEBERIRIE] 20 (1997)  pp. 215-274 ISSN0386-3565
Hiroshima Peace Science 20 (1997)

HADRFIZ 81 5 FHERE SRS DE R EEHE

AA=R
LB EERF
[LERFTFRIRIER S v 5 —FBHI5ER

Peace Studies in Colleges and Universities in Japan
— A Second General Survey —

Mitsuo OKAMOTO
Hiroshima Shudo University
Affiliated Researcher, Institute for Peace Science,

Hiroshima University

SUMMARY

This is the second survey of Peace Studies courses in Japanese higher education
(four year colleges and universities) commemorating the 20th anniversary of its first
establishment by the author in 1976. The survey was conducted in May 1996 by sending
questionnaires to all 565 colleges and universities plus some 200 active members of the
Peace Studies Association of Japan (PSAJ) which has a membership of over 750. The
findings indicate, first, the inclusion of a more broad range of topics in Peace Studies
due to the recent impact of global transformation and other forms of social change.
Second, “Peace Studies” (heiwagaku) and “Peace Research” (heiwakenkyu), as the

distinctive course titles, have dramatically increased in number since the author’s first
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survey in 1986. (He regards the importance of these course titles in value-oriented
subjects such as Peace Studies and rejects possibility of value-free social science after
Hiroshima and Auschwitz). Third, the survey clarifies the increase of Peace Studies
courses as a result of the “mini-revolution” of Japanese higher education initiated by
the Ministry of Education in early 1990s when it encouraged adoption of the semester
system. The change from the annual system to semester system went far beyond
expectations. It has changed not only the length of lecture hours of a course but
encouraged to split the one title into two titles and even markedly altered the contents,
thereby contributing significantly to the increase of Peace Studies-related courses.
Fourth, the publication of collections of articles as textbooks on Peace Studies has
multiplied, although textbooks by a single author are still rare. Books such as the
Introduction to Peace Studies by David P. Barash(1991) are missing in Japan, albeit
Peace Studies courses have been mushrooming. Finally, a lacuna of Peace Studies
courses in Japan continues to be the lack of departments or organized degree courses.
The survey indicates, however, a slow but steady progress towards the institutionaliza-

tion of Peace Studies courses both in graduate and undergraduate levels.
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