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Japan’s Role in the North Korean ‘Soft Landing’
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SUMMARY

The major regional powers after the Cold War have begun to recognise that there
is a need to employ both economic and military power in order to help contain and
resolve the North Korean security problem. Following the North Korean nuclear crisis
and the conclusion of the Agreed Framework between the US and North Korea in
October 1994, the US has pursued a ‘soft landing’ policy towards North Korea. This
paper looks at the background to this policy and US attempts to engage North Korea
economically and diplomatically. It then looks at the role of Japan in the soft landing
policy, how Japanese policy-makers evaluate its potential to deal with the North
Korean security problem, and how far Japan has used its economic power to support
the policy. Finally the paper analyses the limitations on Japan’s economic engagement
of North Korea due to international restrictions on its diplomatic freedom, domestic

political problems, and limited private Japanese business interest in North Korea.
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