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SUMMARY

This short article is to report on the Fourth World Conference on Women held in
Beijing, last September, of which Inter-Governmental Meetings this writer observed.
This World Conference, as is well known, rather notorious for its sudden change of
NGO Forum Site from originally planned place in Beijing City to Huairow County, 40
miles north of the City. In addition thereto, the draft of the Platform For Action which
was discussed during the March Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women

in 1995 had more than 200 brackets to be removed before the aboption thereof at the

—145—



Beijing Conference.

Since most of the meetings of this Conference, practically almost all meetings
except the Prenaly ones, were held as ”closed meetings,” there were, in fact, no ways
for such observers representing NGOs as this writer to know what were discussed at
those closed meetings. However, from various documents and materials the writer
could obtain at the Conference, it has come to be rather clear that the status of women
has not yet advanced satisfactorily to make it equal to that of men, as prescrived in the
Preamble of the UN Charter 50 years ago, as well as many other international
instruments adopted either by the UN itself or by its related organizations. Even within
the UN Secretariat, despite Art. 8 of the Charter, the equality of women and men has
far from been admitted to have been sufficiently attained.

In this article. the writer introduced several cases in which low status of women
were reflected. These cases are divided into 12 types in accordance with the 12 Critical
Areas of Concern of the Platform For Action (PFA). For example, followings are the
cases related to some of Areas: Poverty - Women constitute nearlly 709 of the world’s
1.2 - 1.3 billion poor: Education - Of the world’ s nearly 1 billion illiterate adults, two
thirds are women ; Health - Each year at least half a million women die from
complications due to pregnancy and another 100,000 due to unsafe abortions; Violence -
In India, five women are burned in dowry-related disputes every day; Armed and Other
Conflicts - Women and their dependents constitute 75% of the world’s 23 million
refugees ; Power sharing - At the UN, only 6 of the 185 Member countries have women
permanent representatives; Human Rights - Women may have rights guaranteed by
law, but are often unable to exercise them fully.

The PFA suggests actions to be taken by governments, international organizations
and NGOs. The most important is, however, we, the indivisuals do our best to realize

equality between women and men in our usual daily life.
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PEENCEEL, 1975 F0 [HEBERAE] W AF Y2 THELLE 1 BIxtsH
T TAFYIET] E2RRLTC, BRVE0EREARHT2ERLLTO [Hi
DEHRESE] ORBELUZIREL:, $20BE,SIZCE o [EEFA
O] OFEECIE, an=F oo 2 ExEsH) ZHfLT, BifE
KEHRE N T le  FEIMBESRNOZEAR EETL, KOS ER 2T 0
D777 =747 7 27varyORAEHEREL, S5, [TE] ORKEIH
Il F 4o e CGE3IELNSH) Tk, 4 o OFsREg] 2HRL,
20006E 12 2 ¢, KMEoMfiF Lo d Db viRuEEE2EML:, FLT, %
N SIERDSIE, 7AVA, F—avX, 77VhEES TELLESHS,
HARBR, 77 CHEENY, 20002 A FE L4 o EREEEHEO BED
ERBHEVEBL TR EVRIBEERMEL T, SHOEHL bR BE [{T
BE) BERIRENIDTH B3,

H#HL, ROFTA 0 CSRE, HAETEMTI2FETCHENS, BEREh3 T
PREsOMEDS S IcBZnER LT, HRE, BXoTLEo7z2 e, Xy il
BOER->TWwi, #2T, SEIC%ER, 7YVT7TCORBLLIRLIbH-T,
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HATYH, FRFOLFHELEDOENOMBMTH 2 L5, DVICHRIC & THE
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SCHEDULE OF NGO MEETINGS
AT THE BICC/BRC
Thursday, 14 September 1995

bt b bt e e fed e e e

:00am-9 :

:00am-11:
:00am-11:
:00am-11:
:00am-11:
c00am-11:
:00am-11:
:00am-12:
:00am-12:
:00am-12:
:00am-12:
:00am-12:
:00am-12:
:00am-12:
:00pm-1:
:00pm-1:
:00pm-1:
:00pm-1:
00pm-1:
00pm-1:
:30pm-1:
00pm-2 :
00pm-2 :
00pm-2:
00pm-2:
00pm-2:
00pm-2:
00pm-2:
00pm-2:
:00pm-2:
:30pm-2:

30am

00am
00am
00am
00am
00am
00am
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
00pm
30pm

Morning Meeting: UN Scct Bring, Ac-
cess Brings, Women'’s Linkage Caucus
Africa Caucus

Economic Justice Caucus

Women’s Health Caucus

Refugee, Migrant & Dispiaced Caucus
Women and Political Decision—Making
Caucus on Communications

Older Women’s Caucus
European/Eastern European Caucus
Grassroots Organizations Caucus
Youth Caucus

Algerian NGO Caucus

NGO Working Group on Declaration
FAVDO Post— Beijing Planning Meeting
Rural Women Associations
Asia/Pacific Caucus

OFAN Caucus

Count Women’s Work Caucus
European Women'’s Caucus

US Women of Colour Caucus
Well-Being of Women Caucus

US Delegation Briefing for NGOs
Japanese NGO Caucus

Women’s Human Rights Caucus

Trade Union Women'’s Caucus
Philippine NGO Caucus

Wisdom in Action Caucus

Caribbean NGOs/CAFRA Meeting
Impact of Civil War on Somali Women
NGO Commonwealth Women Network
Jewish Women’s Caucus

BICCRm 15

BRC Main Room
BRC Room 16
BRC Room 1
BRC Room 6
BRC Room 12
BRC Room 11
BRC Room 6
BRC Room 16
BRC Room 1
BRC Room 11
BRC Room 12
BRC Main Room
BRC Room 17
BRC Room 12
BRC Main Room
BRC Room 16
BRC Room 11
BRC Room 6
BRC Room 10
BRC Room 13
BICC Room 3
BRC Room 10
BRC Main Room
BRC Room 16
BRC Room 11
BRC Room 6
BRC Room 1
BRC Room 12
BRC Room 14
BRC Room 13
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2:00pm-3:00pm Women'’s Disability Caucus BRC Main Room
2:00pm-3:00pm Japanese Delegation Briefing for NGOs BICC Room 3
2:00pm-3:00pm South Asia NGO Lobbying Group BRC Room 11
2:00pm-3:00pm Peace Caucus BRC Room 16
2:00pm-3:00pm Plateform Plus (Sur les droits humains) BRC Room 12
2:00pm-3:00pm Pacific NGO Caucus BRC Room 1
2:00pm-3:00pm NGO/Delegates Discussion on Trafficking BRC Room 17
2:00pm-4:00pm World Council of Churches Meeting BRC Room 6
3:00pm-4:00pm Mediterranean Women'’s Forum BRC Room 12
3:00pm-4:00pm ECE/North American Caucus BRC Room 16
3:00pm-4:00pm China NGO Caucus BRC Main Room
3:00pm-4:00pm Indigenous Peoples Caucus BRC Room 1
3:00pm-4:00pm Women in Enterprise BRC Room 13
3:00pm-4:00pm Mental Health Caucus BRC Room 17
3:00pm-4:00pm Implementation and Follow-Up Caucus BRC Room 11
4:00pm-5:00pm EU International Development Caucus BRC Room 12
4:00pm-5:00pm Lesbian Caucus BRC Room 6
4:00pm-5:00pm Family Organizations and Women BRC Room 16
4:00pm-5:00pm Latin American/Caribbean Caucus BRC Main Room
4:00pm-5:00pm Girl Child Caucus BRC Room 11
4:00pm-5:00pm Muslim NGO Caucus BRC Room 13
4:00pm-5:00pm Women of Colour Caucus BRC Room 1
5:00pm NGO Ticket Distribution for Friday | BRC Info Desk
morning Plenary session
5:00pm-6:00pm Arab Region Caucus BRC Room 16
5:00pm-6:00pm Women in Culture and Arts BRC Room 11
5:00pm-6:00pm Blak Women and Europe Network BRC Room 6
5:00pm-6:00pm Gender and Environment and Sustain- BRC Room 1
able Devt
5:00pm-7:00pm Korea Peace Meeting BRC Room 12
6:00pm-7:00pm 21st Century Values Caucus BRC Room 1
6:00pm-7:00pm European Network of Women Working | BRC Room 16
Against Violence

PLEASE NOTE: NGO TICKETS(180)WILL BE DISTRIBUTED FOR THE FRIDAY
PLENARY SESSIONS FROM THE BRC INFORMATION DESK AT 5:00PM
TODAY FOR THE FRIDAY MORNING SESSION AND AT 2:00PM FRIDAY FOR
THE FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. KINDLY FORM A LINE. THANK YOU!
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