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KR: A Retrieval System for Japanese Texts

Masatsugu MATSUO

Institute for Peace Science, Hiroshima University

SUMMARY

The present paper is an interim report of KR, a simple concording and word
counting microcomputer program for full texts of Japanese, that is, texts
represented in kanji, kana and other 2 byte symbols. The program was
developed as part of a research project on “Full Text Data Base of Documents
of Atomic Bomb Damages”, a report of which is also in this issue.

The program, written in the C language for portability, is intended, first of
all, as an easy and quick tool of searching and retrieving parts of a text where
a given word or string apprears. In view of this, the usually time-consuming
procedure of preparing Japanese texts, which requires the delimitation of
every word in the texts and the manual lemmmatization or explicit specifica-
tion of the rules of lemmatization, are all drastically simplified. Users are

expected only to prepare an MS—DOS text (or ASCII) files. The process of

—129—



seraching conducted by a menu is also intended to be simple and quick. But, it
cannot be so simple and easy because the program must satisfy many different
reseach needs of users. Therefore, the program offers the following facilities
as options. '

searching ofa pair of terms,

reordering, merging, and pairing of results of a search

limiting of the range of search to part(s) or subtext(s)

simultaneous counting and/or searching of more than one terms
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