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Summary

United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 was adopted by unanimous
vote on November 22, 1967, in order to settle problems in the aftermath of the
Fourth Middle East War (the so-called Six Day War) in which Israeli armed
forces occupied vast areas of Arab territory—the West Bank of the Jordan River
and the Gaza Strip in Palestine, the Golan Heights in Syria, and the Sinai Penin-
sula in Egypt.

" The historic U. N. resolution, stressing “inadmissibility of the acquisition of
territory by war” and “the need to work for just and lasting peace” in the Mid-
dle East, called for withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from occupied territories
and the tacit recognition of the State of Israel by the Arab states which had
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advocated the eradication of the Zionist state from the political map since the
First Middle East War of 1948.

Resolution 242 has long been regarded as a starting point for the peaceful
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflicts. In the prolonged process of seeking
peace in the region, the spirit of the 1967 international accord was partially fruit-
ful when Egypt and Israel concluded a peace treaty in 1979. Occupied land on
the Sinai Peninsula was returned to Egypt. However, the Israelis have never
yielded an inch regarding other occupied territories. The Golan Heights was
annexed in December 1981 and Arab Palestine has continued under Israeli rule
for nearly a quarter of a century.

Toward the end of 1987, a Palestinian national revolt (intifada in Arabic)
against the agelong occupation erupted in the Gaza Strip and spread quickly
over the whole of occupied Palestine. In spite of suppressive measures taken by
Israeli authorities, the resistance has not ceased even today, claiming a death toll
of nearly a thousand over the last three years. ‘

The Iraqi conquest of Kuwait in early August 1990 stirred the frustrations of
Palestinians. The U. N. Security Council adopted Resolution 630, calling for im-
mediate and unconditional withdrawal of Iraq’s invading forces from the soil of
Kuwait on August 2. It also adopted Resolutions 631 and 632, imposing eco-
nomic sanctions on Iraq and declared the annexation of Kuwait invalid. In the
wake of these measures, the Palestinians accused the U. S. administration of ap-
plying a “double standard” in the Middle East for no coercive steps were taken
against Israel to implement Rresolution 242 as were taken to enforce the Secu-
rity Council’s resolutions against Iraq.

Many attempts have been made to establish peace in the Middle East on the
basis of Resolution 242. Unfortunately, most of them have been abortive, partly
because of ambiguous wording that allowed different interpretations. Israel has
taken advantage of such ambiguity, managing to retain all of occupied Palestine
for more than two decades.

In the rising and ebbing tides of war and peace in the Middle East, Resolu-
tion 242 was a landmark toward eventual rapprochement, for antagonistic camps
accepted it as common ground for negotiations. Even the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), which rejected the resolution at the time of its adoption,
accepted it on the occasion of the declaration of an independent Palestinian state
in November 1988.

The Gulf crisis added new energy to Palestinian claims—evacuation of Israeli
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occupying forces from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. When President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq tried to link the Kuwaiti event with a possible armed con-
flict against Israel over Palestine in order to mobilize the support of the Arab
masses, the Palestinians in diaspora and in occupied territories enthusiastically
applauded him.

Now is the time to consider the requirement of a new U. N. security council
document that gurantees the withdrawal of Israeli armed forces by sup-
plementing and enlarging the current text of Resolution 242. If the abnormal
state resulting from perpetual occupation is allowed to continue, the noble call
of Resolution 242 for “the establishment of a just and lasting peace” in the Mid-
dle East will be empty and hollow.
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