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SUMMARY

The Palestine National Council, the supreme authority of the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization, convened in Algiers and declared the establishment of a
Palestinian state on November 15, 1988. Thé PNC, parliament-in-exile of the
dispersed Palestinians, sought legitimacy for the new independent state on the
basis of United Nations General Assembly Resolution 181, which had endorsed
the partition of Palestine on November 29, 1947. At that time, all the Arab
states holding UN membership refused to accept the partition and eventually re-
sorted to war in an effort to destroy Israel. The PNC itself, after its formation
many years later, labeled the UN resolution 181 “null and void”.

At the Algiers session, the Palestinians also made it clear that they re-
nounced the age-long policy of armed struggle against the Zionist state and im-
plicitly recognized Israel by accepting United Nations Security Council Resolu-
tion 242. Their flexible stance was applauded by most Arab and Afro-Asian
countries. Within a fortnight, the PLO-led state was recognized by more than
fifty countries.
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Despite its moderated stance, the PLO’s effort was not appreciated by the
superpowers that have dominated war and peace in the Middle East. The Soviet
Union appraised the proclamation of independence but declined to recognize the
new state because it has no firm boundaries. The United States of America
abruptly changed its long-held posture requiring the enforcement of resolution
242 as an essential condition for peace in this region and rejected the proclama-
tion of independence as a unilateral act. US President Ronald Regan later issued
an instruction to have talks with the PLO. This, however, does not mean dip-
lomatic recognition of the fledging State of Palestine.

A national unity government of the Likud and Labor parties came to power
in Israel seven weeks after the general election held on November 1, 1988. As
one of the preconditions for a coalition between the rivals, both parties agreed
on the establishment of new settlements in the occupied territories that are sup-
posed to be the site of an independent Palestinian state. The partners also
agreed not to negotiate with the PLO.

The prospects for “a just and lasting peace” described in the Security Coun-
cil’s Resolution 242 and repeated in various UN resolutions seems regrettably
dim and far away.
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