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The World System,the Third World, and the State
—— The case of the microstates and SICs ——

Yukio Satow

Institute for Peace Science, Hiroshima University

SUMMARY

This ariticle explores the role of the state in the Third World and the
World-System through a case study of the microstates and the small island coun-
tries (SICs). The research is mainly limited to an analysis of European nation-
state model.

The result re-examination could conceivably in the case of very small and
very remote islands, in the deliberate decision to reject such notions as integra-
tion and participation in the world system. There are historical precedents. Is-
land communities in the Indian Ocean, parts of the Pacific, and some Southeast
Asian island states have a tradition of defensive withdrawal in times of crisis.

Small islands were among the first to be colonized by the European powers
and among the last to achieve independence. Long term of colonialization of
these small islands has affected subsistence agriculture in four main ways. It re-
sulted in a decline in the range of crops grown, the number of varieties grown,
the range of techiques employed, and in the intensity of cultivation systems. The
combined effect of all this was the overall impoverishment of subsistence agricul-
ture and not infrequently, the deterioration of local food systems.



The author concludes that the traditional political systems and political roles
in small states and small island countries occupy an important position, in the
World System, and influence our notion of nation-state in the Third World.
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133 1980£EiC (1 % SICs DIEBIE GNP

— AN ) DEBT — ALz O GNP
(US$) (US$)

Saint Pierre and Miquelon 4650.0 1630
Martinique 1834.8 4340
French Guiana 1573.2 3180
New Caledonia 1394.4 7340
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 1277.7 3800
Tokelau 1187.5 610
Saint Helena 1173.3 440
French Polynesia 1085.0 6700
Niue 1027.7 1020
Reunion 1010.4 3640
Wallis and Futuna 830.0 1150
Trust and Territory of the Pacific Island 797.8 930
Tuvalu 700.0 630
Bahrain 673.5 8200
Cook Island 563.2 1170
Turks and Caicos Islands 550.0 470
Netherlands Antilles 377.0 4160
Vanuatu 372.9 380
Seychelles 353.8 1870
British Virgin Island 335.7 2100
Kiribati 331.0 390
Montserrat 327.3 1440
Guadeloupe 277.5 3940
Dominica 238.6 640
Djibouti 231.3 460
Surinam 211.3 2770
Solomon Islands 184.3 560
Cape Verde 192.6 310
Tonga 170.1 500
Samoa 163.7 850
Mauritius 153.2 1120
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Botswana

Saint Christopher-Nevis
Comors

Maldives

Gabon

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
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Cayman Islands
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Antigua and Barbuda
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Oman

Macau

Bahamas

United Arab Emirates
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East Timor

Brunei
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690
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3270
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690
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11760
28590

16790
717
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