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A Study on the Kampuchean Problems

Ohtori KURINO™* *

SUMMARY

I have visited the People’s Republic of Kampuchea from 20th to 27th of
February 1986, about ten years and ten months since I closed the Japanese
embassy and evacuated from Phnom Penh on 5th of April 1975. By this visit I
have been able to obtain a lot of new findings and confirmation and reconfirmation
of my views and opinions about Kampuchean situations and problems. In this
brief article I offer some of my observations and opinions on the Kampuchean
problems, the conclusions of which will be summarized as follows.

What I find as the present basic human needs of the Kampuchean people are
that the Kampuchean people are able to secure the minimum foods, thanks to the
good crops of rice in 1985, although the situation is still precarious and the inter-
national food aids should be continued for 1986, and that security is the matter of
top priority for people's life and works for rehabilitation and reconstruction of
socio-economic infra-structures, for which the international assistance should be
further strengthened. The majority of people still fear that “Pol Pot clique” whom

they regard as criminals responsible for massive deaths and other miseries and
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destruction of Kampuchean economy, society and culture, might return to power,
should they lose the protection presently given by the foreign forces.

I find that to accord the right to represent Kampuchea in the United Nations
organs and meetings to so-called Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea
including “Pol Pot clique”, the group of criminals, is a disgrace, humiliation and
injustice for the Kampuchean people who have above-mentioned sentiments.

Moreover, such actions of the United Nations General Assembly contradict its
resolutions on the Kampuchean problems, stressing the principles of self-
determination of Kampucheans, withdrawal of foreign forces from Kampuchea and
national reconciliation of Kampucheans, for the following reasons. So-called
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) is not self-
supporting, nor its leaders have the abilities to make self-determination, as they
are totally dependent upon external powers.

With respect to the withdrawal of foreign forces, it is pointed out that so long
as the guerrilla attacks from outside into the Kampuchean territories should
continue, the security of the Kampuchean people should be secured either by the
forces of the present government (“Heng Samrin regime”) or by the foreign forces.
Since it should take time to bring up the government forces, the said attacks
should make it difficult to achieve even the gradual withdrawal of the foreign
forces.

As is already stated, “Pol Pot clique” are regarded as the criminals and
should not be eligible to become partners in the national reconciliation, while the
present government is ready to deal with “other components” of CGDK, according
to Mr. Hun Sen, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs.

The present situation of Kampuchea is described by Mr. Hun Sen as that of
“no war, no peace.” Such situations sometimes exist, in certain areas or between
certain countries. For example, the situation that was called “no war, no peace”
existed in the 1970s between Israel and Egypt and other Arab countries, after the

Fourth Middle East War of 1973. In other words, such a situation is called a
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“war of attrition” and this seems being applied to Kampuchea, by some external
powers supporting CGDK for their benefits, but at the sacrifice of the Kam-
puchean people.

If the international society allows such a situation continue in Kampuchea, it
should be blamed for a grave injustice and inhumane acts. The international soci-
ety should reconsider the actions taken by the United Nations on the Kampuchean
problems, and first of all those on the question of the representation of Kam-
puchea at the UN-General Assembly. If this right is not usurped by CGDK, there
will be enormous opportunities for the United Nations organizations to render
assistance for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Kampucheans and Kam-

puchea.
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