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SUMMARY

On the 22nd of June, 1979, Japan finally ratified the two international
covenants onihuman rights (International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights)
which were adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by
General Assembly Resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December 1966, and enter-
ed into force in 1976. Before this ratification, Japan had signed the two Cov-
enants on the 30th of May, 1978. She did not, however, sign nor ratify the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
She also did not opt to make declation under Article 41 of the Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. Any way, after a prolonged debate at the National
Diet, Japan has come to make up her mind to be a member of the interna-

tional instruments for the protection of human rights. Both Covenants were
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put in force for Japan from the 21st of September 1979.

The present thesis, consisting of four chapters, studies various legal ef-
fects which are to be brought about as a result of ratification of the Interna-
tional Covenants on Human Rights. In the first Chapter, “Introduction’, the
importance and significances of the international protection of human rights
(Section I), the process to enact the International Bill of Human Rights which
includes the Universal Declaration of Human Rights beside the above men-
tioned three treaties (Section II), and Japan’s attitudes towards the Human
Rights Bill (Section III) are generally stated.

“The second Chapter titled “Legal Effects in General Which Are to Be Re-
sulted from the Ratification of the Covenants” expounds those questions of
what legal obligations will be incumbent upon states parties to the Covenants
(Section I), how those obligations of each state may be exempted (Section
1), who will enjoy these human rights provided for in the Covenants (Section
I1I), and how the enjoyment of some human rights by certain kinds of indivi-
duals will be restricted (Section IV).

Then in the third Chapter, “Legal Effects upon Japan to Be Brought
about by Japan’s Ratifying the International Covenants on Human Rights”,
the present writer deals with various problems to be faced by Japan after the
ratification of these Covenants. This Chapter is divided into four sections,
the first of which expounds Japanese governmental position towards the Cov-
enants with some of the writer’s own comments. The second Section concen-
tratedly deals with the questions of adjusting Japanese national legislation to
rules established by the Covenants, especially the equality rule between na-
tionals and non—nationals. In the third Section, aliens residing in Japan and
their problems and difficulties are studied, and in the last Section, certain
national laws and orders which may have to be amended due to the entering
into force of the Covenants for Japan are exemplified. Though Japanese

government does not admit the necessity to have any national legislation
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amended, it is the writer’s opinion that some of national laws and orders are
obviously in collision with the certain provisions of the Cuvenants and
therefore their amendments are inevitable. The fields in which these laws and
orders colliding with the Covenants are found are mostly relating to equalityv
rules equality such as between sexes or nationalities. . '

In the final Chapter which concludes this thesis, the wrlter trxes to pomt
out both Japan’s and Japanese’ future tasks to be carried out after the ratifi-
cation, so that all individuals living in Japan may have their _rights respected

better than ever before.
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