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The Structure of the Attitude of the Japanese People
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On August 6 and 9, 1945, many people in HIROSHIMA and NAGA-
SAKI were killed by the first two Atomic Bombs dropped in human
history. At least 200,000 of the died before the end of the year, and about
200,000 citizens died within them following few years. The many of the
survivors, who are called HIBAKUSHA, have been living with physical
suffering and pain for the last thirty years. (At present, more than
350,000 HIBAKUSHA in total live in Japan.)

In 1947, Japan established a new Constitution which is frequently
called the Peace Constitution. In 1971, the National Diet passed the
resolution for three non-nuclear principles. (That is, Japan does not
possess, does not manufacture and does not allow any one to bring in

nuclear weapons.) Thus The Japanese Government has executed a policy
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against nuclear weapons in support of public opinion.

On the other hand, the US Government changed their diplomatic
policy toward Japan before and after the Korean War broke out, and
then began to push the plan for the re-armament of Japan under the
Mutal Security Treaty between Japan and USA. Since then, Japan has
been under a mutually contradictory status quo, that is, both peace and
militarization.

The U.S. Military Government adopted a policy to control informa-
tion about the A-bombs during its Japanese occupation (1945—1952).
Therefore, it was only after the conclusion of the San Francisco Peace
Treaty (especially after the H-bomb explosion on BIKINI-atoll by the
U. S. A. in 1954), that the Japanese people began to express clearly their
emotion and attitude toward nuclear weapons. This resulted in the
expression of public opinion and the movement for the prohibition of A-
and H-bombs.

In the nineteen-fifties, the U. S. A. and the U.S. S. R. continued the
struggle for the development of nuclear weapons under the “cold war”.
The struggle for the development of nuclear weapons among nuclear
countries was continued and expanded under the Vietnam War and
many conflicts in Asia in nineteen-sixties, and under the “detente” in the
nineteen-seventies. These circumstances made the Japanese people consc-
ious of the danger of nuclear war at every moment. The Japanese people
has formed a consensus against nuclear weapons and has consistently
protested against every nuclear explosion, and objected to the U.S. Army
carrying nuclear weapons into Japanese territory. However, their attit-
ude toward nuclear power-plants is confused because the government
and the electric-companies promote their plans of creating nuclear pow-
er-plants as anti-crisis measures following the oil shock.

In this paper, the structure of the attitude of the Japanese people



toward nuclear problems which has been formed under the above descri-

bed historical circumstances is analyzed using the data of the surveys of

public opinion in the past thirty years. In our analysis, there is used the

data of the surveys of public opinion for the people of HIROSHIMA and

NAGASAKI at the twenty-fiftth and the thirtieth anniversary of the

A-bomb disasters as main data. In addition, the data from the surveys

of public opinion on a national scale is used in a supplementary role.

The contents of this paper are as follows;

Introduction

A.
B.

The trend of the surveys of public opinion for nuclear problems.

The tendency of the Japanese attitude toward nuclear problems

estimated from the answers to every item of the surveys.

I.

The knowledge, experience, and inheritance factors relating to

damage by A-bombs.

1) The discussion of nuclear problems in the fam.in.

2) The interest in nuclear problems.

3) The knowledge about the day that U.S.A. exploded A-bombs
in Japan and about the number of the dead resulting.

4) The opinion about the use of A-bombs on HIROSHIMA and
NAGASAKI by the U. S. A,

5) Opinion of the reason and the responsibility for the use of
A-bombs in Japan by U. S. A.

6) Opinion about the reflection to the Japanese and world policy
of the A-bomb experience at HIROSHIMA and NAGASAKI.

7) Appreciation of the administration to the A-bomb victims.

8) Opinion about the compensation to the victims from the
Japanese government and about the establishment of the
HIBAKUSHA relief law.

9) The opinion about the difference in treatment towards HI-



ROSHIMA and NAGASAKI and other damaged cities.
10) The necessity and the method to inherit the A-bomb expe-
rience.
11) Sources of knowledge relating to damage by the A-boms.
II. Nuclear explosion, nuclear weapons, nuclear policy.
1) The attitude toward nuclear explosions.
2) The danger of the use of nuclear weapons and the anxiety
about the nuclear war.
3) Approval or disapproval of “the three non-nuclear principles”.
4) Distrust of the nuclear policy of Japanese Government.
5) Attitudes for or against Japanese nuclear armament.
6) The attitude toward the carrying of nuclear weapons by U.
S. Army and toward the “umbrella” of nuclear weapons.
7) The forecast of the Japanese nuclear armament.
[II. The significance of the movement for prohibition of all A-
and H-bombs.
1V. Peaceful use of nuclear energy.
1) Interest and knowledge for nuclear power-plants.
2) By what procedure should Japan adopt the plan for the inst-
allation of nuclear power-plants?
3) Safety and pollution problems in nuclear power-plants.
4) The relation between nuclear power-plants and the develo-
pment of nuclear weapons.
V. Attitude towards war, the security policy, the Japanese Cons-
titution and the Self-Defence Army of Japan.
1) Attitude toward war and nuclear war. -
2) Methods to defend the peace and the security of Japan.
3) Behaviour in the event of external forces invading Japan.
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