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The duty of information ethics 1is to protect truth
—SHINRI (truth in general) and SHINJITSU(practical truth)-
Yoshiki KONDO

In Japanese, we distinguish from old times the truth which is the coincidence
of ideas with original important facts, between SHINRI (truth in general) and
SHINJITSU (practical truth).

I think that SHINRI(SHIN=true, RI=logic) is used in natural facts with
objective universal validity and generally is not refused by anyone. On the
contrary we use SHINJITSU(SHIN=true, JITSU=true) in practical facts or
concerning human problems and usually somebody can refuse this ethical truth.

The opposite concept against SHINJITSU (practical truth) is a lie, which is
used intentionally with the knowledge of untruth. The opposite against
SHINRI (truth) is an error, which we fall into accidentally against the will of
us as truth searcher.

SHINJITSU (practical truth) and lie are in the practical field of human
relations, so, to defend SHINJITSU, sometimes we must have strong courage. Then
information ethics is the ethics which protects this SHINJITSU. The man of
SHINJITSU is practically intelligent honest person. Even if he can get a gold
mount by means of a deceit, he never tells a lie and preferably compells himself

to protect the truth.
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