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A Study on the Kan—on (¥ ) in Shinran’s Kyogyoshinsho :

The Reason behind the Choice of Kan—on in Parts of the Text

Isamu SASAKI

The present study, as part of a series of studies on kamji pronunciation in Shinran’ s texts, analyses

the kanji and the guiding marks added beside the kanji in the Kyogyoshinsho text. These guiding

marks are the kana equivalents to the kawji and accent marks indicating the kan—on pronunciation.

From the analysis, the following results have been obtained:

1. Most of the kanji used in the Kyogyoshinsho text were pronounced in go—on (BF).

2. Some of the kanji were pronounced in kan—on (EZ).

3. The kana and accent marks indicating the kan—on pronunciation were added beside the

quotations from the three Buddhist scriptures, the Benshoron, the Ryujojodomon, and the

Rakuhobunrui, and they were also added beside some of Shinran’ s previous writings, such as

the letters and the funeral oration to the memory of his mentor, Honen.

4. When the texts were written, the three above—mentioned Buddhist scriptures and Shinran’ s

own texts were conventionally read in kan—on. It is presumed that Shinran followed this

custom and pronounced the kanji of these parts in kan—on.

Key words : Buddhist scripture, Benshoron, Ryujojodomon, Rakuhoburrui, go—on, (B, WEIER, EFBL,
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