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Abstract

On the Use of the Japanese Personal Pronouns by the Taiwanese Learners
of Japanese Focusing on the First Personal Pronouns

Yi-ting Tseng
Doctorate Candidate,
Graduate School for International Devel opment and Cooperation (IDEC),
Hiroshima University, Higashi-Hiroshima 739-8529, Japan

This study proposes a method of “functional analysis’ (Text function and Sentence function) to investigate the
quality of the usage of the personal pronouns of Japanese by Taiwanese learners. It compares and analyzes the
usage of the personal pronouns in the Japanese textbooks and the learners’ actual use in their compositions. Many
quantitative analyses have been done on the usage of the personal pronouns by learners of Japanese. Qualitative
analyses on this area, however, arerare.

The results show that the usage of the personal pronouns change with the learners' proficiency in Japanese both
quantitatively and qualitatively. The personal pronouns occurring in the textbook differ from that of the learners
actualy usein their writing.

Asfor the text function, the rate of the topic function is higher than other functions. As for the sentence function,
the rate of which the persona pronouns are used as a subject is very high whether it can be omitted or not. Thisis
caused by the interference learners’ first language. It can be seen clearly that their use of the personal pronouns is
influenced by the sentence patterns of the textbooks.



