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Abstract

Coordinating lesson planning for classes of Integrated Studies and Social
Studiesin Japan - Aiming for theintegration of learning experience

Takako KUMANO
Research Assistant, Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation, Hiroshima University
1-5-1, Kagamiyama Higashihiroshima, 739-8529

The main objective of this paper is to explore the possibilities for integrating children’s learning experience
through the coordination of curriculum planning for lessons of Integrated Studies and Socia Studies.

For this purpose, firstly, a review will be undertaken of former research into curriculum development, pedagogy
and other discussions related to social perspectives in the field of Social Studies in order to ascertain the signifi-
cance and appropriate method for an integration of these two curricula. Secondly, based on this review, a new cur-
riculum will be proposed for the classroom study of the topic of Food” in Integrated Study classes together with

“ Theories of agriculture and food systems” in Social Studies classes.

With regard to curriculum integration, this is taken to mean the integration of children’s learning experiences,
which is aimed at enabling them to find meaning in their learning in Japanese schools; in other words, to improve
the condition of disconnection between different classes caused by the fragmentation of subject matter.

With regard to the coordination of the subjects of Integrated Studies and Socia Studies, by means of a provision
of an incremental process promoting children’s social awareness, it should be possible to integrate their learning
experience. In practical terms, in the course of this new curriculum, the social awareness that children gain through
role experience learning in Integrated Studiesisrevised in Socia Studies classes, according to social science theory.

In this discussion, the study of Food” is an appropriate main theme for Integrated Studies due to its close prox-
imity to children's daily experience and its multifaceted nature. Within the study of* Food” in Integrated Studies
classes, students consider the topic as an issue familiar to their own lives and aso consider it through the eyes of
others such as organic farmers or salesclerks in MacDonald’s. Furthermore, students can also consider issues of

“ Food" or* Agriculture” as social questions through a study of social science theories related to systems of agricul-
ture and food, which are taught in Social Studies classes.



