godd

Joooododoooooooooogod
—Jo00oo0obo0ob0oboboboooooo—

ooooo
ddddooooooooooooo
0739-8529 DOOODOOODODOL-5-1

E-mail: seinoue@hiroshima-u.ac.jp

o000 obooobobobooon

gooooboooog

gbgozoeoibobooboobooboooooooon
gboobogobz00b00obobobobobon
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gboboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
gobooooobomoboboooboooboooo
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooboobobobobobobobob
gboboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
goobooboooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gboobooboobobobobobobobob
gogooooooooooooooooobon
gbobooboooobooobooobooon
gbhobooboboboooooooon
oopboobomobooobbooboooo
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gboboobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
goobooobooboobobobobobobob

gobooooboooboooboobboon

gboobooboooooooooboobobobo
goobobobooooooooobobobo
goobooboboooooobooboobobo
goboooboboobbooboboobooooo
gboobooboooooooooboobobobo
gbooboobooooooooboobobobo
gobooooboboooboobobooobooobooo

goooobooboooboobooooboo

gobooobobooboobobooboo™o
gboboboooobooooboobobobo
gobooobobooboobbooobmoboo
gboboobooooooooboobobobo
goooooo
gbobobooooobooboboboooog
gooboobobooooooobooboobobo
gboboboooobooooboobobobo
gboobooboooooooooboobobobo
gboboobooooooooboobobobo
gboobooboooooooooboobobobo
gobooobobooboobo@moboooboo
gooboobobooooooobooboobobo
gboboboooobooooboobobobo
gbobooooobobobobooboobooboo
gbooogoog
[moooboooooooboobooooDboo
gbooboboboooooooobooboobobo
gooboboboooooooooboobobo
gbobobooobooboobooobooobobo
gboboobooooooooboobobobo
gojooooooooooooooooooo

oboboooooooooooooobooooooooooonon2o0200 pp. 1-10



2 goood

O..... moboooooooooooooonDg
gooooobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
goobooooboboooobboobD Dower
0J 990 p.640, Note 53. U 0 0 00 [0 4830 0O O 51011

gboboboboboobobobobooooo
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
gboooooboooboobobobobobobob
gooooooooooooooooooon
gobooobooobboooboooboooo
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
goboooobooobboooboooboon
gboooooboooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
goobooboooobobobobobobob
00000000000 000O0CGluckd 1993
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gooogno

—0o0obobooboboboooooon
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbobooboobooobboobobooobooon
gbobobobooooooooobomooon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboooboooboobobobobobobob
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooboooomooooooooooon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboooboooobbooobooobooon
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
gooogoog

goooboooooboogoooboooogo
goooobooooboo

gobobobobobmoooboobooboobo

gboobobobooooboboboooobooog
gbobobobooobobobooobooog
goobooooo..... uboobooooooboood
gbooooooooog.... gobobooooo
gboboboboooobooboooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gboobobobooobobobooooboooo
gbobobobooobobobooooboooo
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooboo
gbobobooooooobooooooboooo
gbobobooooobooboooooobooog
oo

gobobogoooboboboboboboobo

oboboboboboboboboboboooo

gbobobobooooboobooooooboooboo
gbobobooooobooobooooooboooboo
gbobobob—>000bo0oooobooo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gbooboboboooeesunooooooog
gboobobobooooboboobooooboooog
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooboo
gboboboboooooobooooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboooooobooog
oo
gbobogoobooboboboboboboobo
gboboboboooboooooooresstod
gbobooooobooboboboboboomo
gboboobooobboomoobooobo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
goooooboooom ... goboooobgo
gboboboboooobobobooooboooo
goooooooom ... gopboooobogo
gboboboboooobooobooooooboooo
gbobobooooobooobooooooboooboo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gbooboooooomoooooooog.... O
gboboboboooobobobooooboooo
gboboboboooobobooboooboooog
gboboboboooobooobooooooboooo
gbomobooobooobobooobooobooo
gboboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gbooboooooooboobobob
gbobogoobooboboboboboboobo



goboooooooooooooooboobooo 3

gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gobooooboooobooobomuoooo
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbobooboobobobobobobobob
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
gooooooo0—>0o0o0o0o0o0o0o0o0oon0n

gobooboooobbooobboooboooo
goobooboooboobobobobobobob
gooooooooooooooooooon

gobooboooobbooobbooobooob
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboon
goobooooboobobobobobobob
goboooobooobooob@mboooboon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooom

gboboboboboobobobobooooo
gbooboboboobobobobobobon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gogd
gboboboboboobobobobooooo

gbooboboboobobobobobobon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
goobooboobobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goooooooog

gbobobobobobobooobooobooon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
goobooboobobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
goooooooon

gbobobobobobobooobooobooon
ubobod—-—>n0obobobobobobob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
goooooooooooooooooobon

goboboooboooboooboobboon

gbobobobooooboobobooooboooo
gbooboooooooobd

adOgoboooooobooooooooooob

gboboboboooobooboooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gboobooooooobo

OpbOO00OO000000oooooooooooo

ddoddooooouoooooooooooo
gbobobobooobobooboooooboooo
gboobooooooobobobo

gbdbaoooooooooobobo

gobooboboobbooobbooobooob

gboboboooooooboooooboooo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooog
goooo..... glo4s00goooooooo
gddddodoooouoooooooooooo
gboboboboooobooboboooooog
bobobooboooooobooooooboooo
gboboooooboooobooboooooboooboan
goboooboooboooboooboooon

O...... goo..... goboooboboooboooo

gbooboboboooobobobooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboboooooog
bobobooooooobooooooboooboo
tddodooooouoooooooooooo
gbobobobooobooooonoi1e4sbonog
gboboboboooobobooooooboooo
gbobobobooooboobooboooobooog
0000034303440 0
gboboboobobobobobobobo
gboboobobooobobooobobooobooon
gbobobooooooobooooooboooo
gboboooooooooooooooobooobon
gbobobobooooboobooboooobooog
gboboboboooobooboboooboooog
bobobooooooobooooooboooboo
gbobobooooobooboooooobooog
gbobobooooooobooooooboooo
gboobooboooooobooboooo——0o0o
gbooboboboooobobobooooboooo



4 goood

gboobobobooooooomooooon
gobooooboooobooobooboboon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooooooooooooooooooboon
goboboooboooboooboobboon
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gooooobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
goboboooboooboooboobboon
gbobooobooboobobobobobobon
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goboboooboooobooobomooooD
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooooboboboboboboob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbobooobooboobobobobobobon
gbooobooobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooooboboboboboboob
ooooOdO0O0OvikimDbOOOOOOOOOOO
O0O0OvictimseeO OO0 O0O0O0O0O0O0O0OoOooo
gboobooooboobobobobobobom
0 p508, 003470 0

gboboboboboobobobobooooo
goobooobooooboboboboboboo
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
RN

o0obOOobopODOODOODOODODODOD
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
goobooobooooboboboboboboo
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
gboboooboooooboobooboobo

gboboboboboobobooobooooon
gooooooooooooooooooboon
goobooboobooboboboboboboob

gbooboboboooobobobooooboooo
gbobobobobooo.... oboobooog
boboboobooooobooobooooooboooo
o00oo0ooobOoooboO0oonDogaro4o00
OOoO0oO0OOoOOoOoODoODDDDDO" like a boy of
twelve' 000000000 OODOOOCDOO
gbobobobooooboboobooooboooog
goboobbomooboboooboooog
gboboboboooobooboooooobooo
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooo
gooboobom..... gboooobooobgo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gbobobobooooboboobooooboooog
gboboboboooboboboooboooog
gbobooboobooobboobobooobooon
ao
gbobogoboobobobobobobobo

gbobooboooobooboobooobooon
gobooooboobboobboooboooo

gbooboboboooboboboooboooog
gbooboooooboobaobd

goobbooooboboooobboooon
googooo

gogbogzoooopboboboboboobo
boboboooooooobooooooboooboo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
ooooooooooboobbb2000000

gobooobobooboboobobooobbooon

gboobobobooobobobooooboooo
gboboboboooboboboooboooo
bobobooboooobooboooooobooo
gooooooooobooooomooboobo
goboobooobbomboooboooobo
oboboboboooobooboobooooooo
oo
goobogoooboboboboboboobo
oooboooooooooobboooooobsodd
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooog
gooo
gobobogoooboboboboboboobo



goboooooooooooooooboobooo 5

goo0ooboobOobOobOoigbonoeson
gooooobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobon
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
goobobobooooooog
gobobogd4oo0ooobooooboooon
gooooobooboobobobobobobob
gobooo0ooboooobbooobooboono
gobooooboooboooboobboon
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goobooboooooobooboobobo
obobobobOobDooOoo4oo0onDgn
g0 b4oooooooboooooooo
UmooooooooooboobonDi1sero O
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
goooooooooooooooooobon
goboooooobboooboooboooo
gboboobobobobmoooboooboooboo
goooooooooooooooooobon
gbobooboboboboooooon...... g
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goboooobooobooobooboboon
gobooooboooooboboooooomooon
gbobooobooboobobobobobobon
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
goboooobooooooon ... googoo
gobobooobooobooobooboboon
gooboooboobooboboboboboboob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbobooobooboobobobobobobon
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
gboboobooooooooobobo
gboboboboboobobobobooooo
goboooobooobmboooboooo
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
goboooobooobooobooboboon
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gobooooboooboooboooboon
gooboobooboobobobobobobob

gooon
goobogooobooboboboboboobo
ooooooomooooobobobooo
gbobobooooooobooooooboooboo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooog
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gbobobobooooboboobooooooog
U00000000 0O Inouel 1998111
gomoboooboobobooboboon
gbobobobooooboobobooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gbooboobobooobbooboooboooo
gobooboboooboboobboooboooo
gzo00000012000000000000O
gboboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gboboboooseogsobobooooonog
gboboboboooobooboooooboooo
gboobobobooobobobooooboooo
gbobobooooooooo...... goooo

gobooobobooobooobooobooon
gobooboboobobooboboobobooon

gbobobobooooboobooooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboobooooboooo
gboboboboooobobobooooboooo
gboboboboooobobobooooooog
bobobobooooboobooooooboooboo
gboboooooobobobobomoboan
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooo
ooooobobooobonoooooooa

goboooboobbooboboooboooo

gbobobobooooboboobooooooog
gboboobobooobobooobooobooon
gbobooooobobobooobooobooon

oboooob—0o0o0ooobbooogon
gogno

goboooobooobobooobobw.oboog
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooo
gbobobooooobooboobooooooo
gboobooobooooboboobboooboooo
gboobobobooobobobooooboooo



6 goood

gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooooobooboobobobobobobob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
goooooooooboooobboooboooo
goobooobooboobobobobobobob
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gooooooooooooooooooon
gmoooooooooooooooboobooboon
goboomoooboooboooboooon
gbooboobobobobobobisergnbozs
gooboobooboobobobomoomaonn
go1oooooobobobobobooboon
goboboooboooboooboobboon
gboobooboboobobobobobobob
gobobooomooboboooboooboooon
goboooobooomooboooboooon
gboooboooooog
gboboboboboobobobobooooo
goobooboobooboboboboboboob
gbooboobooboobobobobobobob
gbobooobooboobobobobobobon
goboobogbobobobooobooobooon
gboobooboooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
gooboobooooboboboboboboob
gobooboooobobobooboobooon
(mogoobomooobooboobooobooobon
gbooobooobooboobobobobobobob
gbomooooboobobooboooooon
gooboobooboobobobobobobob
goobobooboooooon
goboobboobboomoobooob
gboobooobooboobobobobobobon
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
goooooooboobobobobobobob
goobooboooboobobobobobobob
goobooooboobobobobobobob
gogd...... gbobooboboboboooooon
gboboboooooooboboboboboooon
gboobooobooboobobobobobobob
goooooooboobobobobobo——--~>0
goobooboooboobobobobobobob

gobooboboooboboobboobboooo
gbobobobooobobobooooboooog
gboboboooooboobooboooobooobog
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gboooboooooon
gbobobaooboboboboboobobog
gbobobobooooboboobooooboooog
gboboboboooobobobooooboooo
gboboboooooboobooboooobooobog
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gboboboboooobooboooooboooo
gboobooboooobboboboooboooo

goboooboboobboobobooobbooooD

gooooobgooooboooobooo

[oooogi1s4s4ngnooooooonO

oo0O0oDDb0O200100000O300018970 0
gboobgosooboooobooboooobooban
gboboboboooobooboobooooooo
gboboboboo—>0Ooboboooboooo
gbobobobooobobooooboooo
boboboboooooobooooooboooboo
gbobobobobooobooboboooon..
..g
gobooooboomobobooboboon

goboooboobobooboboobboooo

gbobobobooooboboboooboooog
oooboobobobgbobobmooo
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooo
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gbobobobooooboobobooooboooo
gboboboboooobobobooobooog
gbobobobooobobooooboooo
boboboboooooobooooooboooboo
gbobooooobobobooobooobooon

oo ooooooooooooooonog
gboboboboooobooboobooooooo
od0oo0o0omobooomieeetolrooon
gbooboboboooboboboooboooog
goboobboobbooobbooobomao
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
goboobbooobbooobboomoooo
goobooobbooobbooobmbooooDog
gopooooobobuoooo4ounonog



goboooooooooooooooboobooo 7

0000000000000 0000ooooaon
000000000280 00000000000
dooooooomoooooooooooo
ooad
0d00DdD000o0ooooooooOoooon
do0do0ooooooOooOooOooooooan
0J0000o000o0oOoDoOooooOooooaon
goooooooooooooooooooon
doodoooooooooDooooooooaon
dodoooooooooOooOooOoooooao
JoodoooooooooOooooooooaon
do0do0ooDOdoOooooooooon
ddddddddododoooogooo
00000O0b00o0oooeesddooooonood
doodoooooooooDooooooooaon
doodooooooooooooooooooan
0000 historica fault-lineD O OO0 O0O0O0OO
0do0do00ooodoooOooOooOooooooan
0000000000000000oooooan
gooMoOOOoUOoooooKOOOOooOoOoOoOoo
doooooooooooOooooooooan
dodoooooooooooOooooOooao
0d0o0o0oDOo0ooooooooooooooo
0o0oD0o0ooooooooooooooooon
0J0000000o00oOooDOooooOooooan
00000000000o0o0o0o0o0o0o0oo0n
doooooooooooOooooooooan
dodoooooooooooOooooOooao
d0dodoOoooooooooooooood

ooboooooboboooobobboooon
gobooooobooomooooo
gooo

goddodoooooooooooooooo
gooooboooobboobbooobooon
goboooobbooobomboooboooo
goobooooboobobobobobobob
gobooobooobobooesongoooono
gooooooooooooooooooon
gobooboooobboooboooboooboo
gbooboobooboobobobobosoobon
goobooboobooboboboboboboob

gboboboboooobobobooooboooo
gboboooooooooobobon
gboboboboboboboboboobo
gbobobobooooboobooooooboooo
gbobobooooobooboooooobooog
obobobobooooboobooooooboooo
gddoooooooooooooooooo

OKristof 0 199700 0000000000000

gbobobooooobooobooooooboooboo
gboooooooobd
goboooobooobooboboobobooo
gbooboooboooobboobooobooon
gboobobobooooboboboooboooog
gboboboboooobobooboooobooog
gbobobooooobooobooooooboooboo
ooobobobobg4000oboonboonoo
gobooobooooboobobooboo..... oo
gbobobobooooboobobooooboooo
gbooboooooooboobo
gooboooobobobobobobobo
gbooboobooboobobobobbdRr
O00obOoboobobOoDbd4o000b00nDOono
gboboboboooobooboooooboooo
gbobobobooooboobobooooboooo
goboobobooobbooobooobmoboo
gbooboboboooboboboooboooog
gbobobooooobooobooooooboooboo
gooo..... goboooboooobooon
gboboboboooobooboooooboooo
gboboooomobooooooobooobon
gboobobobooooboboboooboooog
gbobobobooobobobooooboooo

gboboboboboboboboboooboooo

O O Kristof O 1997111
gboboboobooooboobobboooobog
gboboooooboobobobobooobooonoo

goobogoooboboboboboboobo

goboobobooboboobobooobooon

gboboboooooboooboooooobooobog
gboboboooooboobooooooboooo
gbobobobooooboobobooooboooo
gbobobobooooboboboooobooog



8 oooog

godboboobooooooobooboboooo
00000000000 DO00DO0O0DOOOO
ogooooooooooooooooooooo
gooooooooo—>o0o0o0o0oooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooo
Ooo0oooooooooooooooooooo
gooooooooad
godooooobooobouoooouoooog
ogooooooooooooooooooooo
gooooooooooooooooooooo
Oo0oooooooooooooooooooo
Ooo0oooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooo0—-—>o0o0o0o0o0o0o0o0o0o0o00o
Oo0o0o0oo0o0o0o0oo0oo0o0ooooo0oooon
goboboboobouobobobobooo
oo
goooooooooooooooooooo
Ooo0oooooooooooooooooooo
Ooooooooooooooooooooooo
Oo0o0o0oo0o0o0o0oo0oo0o0ooooo0oooon
ogooooooooooooooooooooo
goooboooooooboooooooooo
gooboodooooooooo

a..... dododooosooooooooooo
goo4000000EECOODOOOOOOOON
godobooooboooomoooooooog
ogooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooo
Ooooooooooooooooooooooo
oo0l...... oooooooooooooooa
pgoooboboobotoooouooobuooobooao
ogooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooo
0000000000QEER0000QggD
Ooooooooooooooooooooooo
ogooooooooooa gooooooao

goon
O Armacost, Michael H. and Pyle, Kenneth B. (1999),

“Japan and Unification of Korea: Challenges for U.S.
Policy Coordination”, NBR ANALY SIS, (The National

Bureau of Asian Research, vol.10, no.1) O O O p.12.

O Dower, John W. (1999), “Embracing Defeat : Japan in
the Wake of World War ", W. W. Norton & Company,
Inc, New York, 1999.0 0 0 0 00O0ODOOOOOO

goooo0ooo00—0o00000000Dg0——
D0o00OonoOoooo200100

O Gluck, Carol (1993), “The Past in the Present”, Postwar
Japan as History (University of California Press) O O,
p.64.

O Inoue, Seiji (1998), “Across the Altruistic Education
into International Ethics — A Few Suggestions from
Hiroshima and Japan —’, Journa of International
Development and Cooperation (IDEC, Hiroshima
University), Vol .4, No.1, pp.17-23.

O Kristof, Nicholas D. (1997), “Japan, Korea and 1597: A
Year That Lives in Infamy”, The New York Times,
September 14, 1997.

O Kristof, Nicholas D. (1998), “The Problem of Memory”,
The Foreign Affaires, November-December, 1998.

O00ooOoO0ooOooo0oooooDooooom
oooooo0oooOooOoOo0oOoOoomoooo
00000000 00O0O1997042-640 000

00000o0o0o0o0oo0o0oDUooOooUooooO

00000000 mobooo19970 002900

oo

000ooO0oO0o0ooO0o0ooo0omoooooo
19950 0

000000ooooo0—000oooomooo
0o0o0oOoz010 120000000 000000
ooo0dooo0ooooooooooo

000000ooooo0o00oOoooboomooso
0oooooo—0o00ooooooooooo
0000000000 mOoDooO0oO0oOoOo1990
110 0 0 p.260

000000 0U000o0oOooooU0DU0mooooog
200100000000

oo

obooooooomooboooooboooobooooono
0101100000000 000DO0OO0DOODO
gobooooooooooobooOooooieoo
oooooooooooo



goboooooooooooooooboobooo 9

Abstract

Amnesiain Japanese “ Public Memories’ of Being Victimizersin East-Asia
during the Last Four Centuries
—Reconsidered asan Issuein Education for International Understanding —

Seiji INOUE
Professor in IDEC

“Very few or no descriptions have been found in Japan’s newly-authorized history textbooks of the war crimes
that the militaristic regime committed in its overseas territories.” Many times such claims and protests have been
brought against the Japanese Goverment by its Asian neighbours during the last twenty years. “Not a single phrase
exists that mentions the Korean sex slaves that accompanied the Japanese Army on its war campaigns’, accuse
voices within the Korean Government for example, and “Only afew lines are given for the description of the atroci-
ties committed by the Japanese army in Nanking”, criticize Chinese scholars. If this is true, the Japanese
Government is the first to blame for these lacunas of historical fact in textbooks, as the result of its textbook screen-
ing policies. A more serious problem however, is that these lacunas come from amnesia on the part of the Japanese
media as well as the Japanese people, who are traditionally credulous to their media.

Where then has this amnesia come from? In the 1930s-1940s, the Japanese media was one of the actors that
served to drive the nation in a certain ideological derection, following quasi-blindly the Emperor and his self-styled
agent, the Imperial Army. Following the expulsion of the militarist system however, the credulous mentality of the
nation towards the Emperor and the media did not fundamentally change. As a socio-palitical system, the Japanese
Imperial system has no mechanism of “self-reference”, whilst the Japanses media are alleged to be insufficiently
self-critical of having been collaborators with the militaristic governments during wartime. Nevertheless, the media
has never been charged by the Japanese nation with having ethical responsibilities for its former pro-militaristic
inclination.

Another clear example of national amnesia in Japan is that regarding the historical site named “Mimizuka’ (the
Ear Mound) which for four centuries has been located in Kyoto. Very strange to observe, the site is not presented in
any Japanese tourist guidebooks and its visitors are dmost al Koreans. Generally speaking, apart from the inhabi-
tants of Kyoto, few Japanese people know about this site, whilst almost everyone living on the Korean Peninsula
knows about it, which was reported to the world via an article written by Nicholas D. Kristof in the New York
Times of September 1997.

More than 400 years ago, an ambitious shogun named Hideyoshi Toyotomi twice invaded the Korean Peninsula
with an army of 160 thousand soldiers; it proceeded to kill more than 100 thousand Koreans and cut off the noses or
ears of itsvictims. Following the orders of the shogun, the purpose of this was to bring the severed organs home to
dedicate them to Hideyoshi as spoils of war. Severa years later, Hideyoshi built the Ear Mound (originally called
“the Nose Mound”) as a memorial for the consolation of his foreign victims' amputated organs. Today’s historians
argue that this was nothing more than a demonstration of Hideyoshi’s power and benevolence to the world at home
and abroad. The Japanese public memory of this tragic monument faded away in the mid-17" century under the
influence of some delicate changes in diplomacy by the Tokugawa shogunate, whilst the Korean government and
people continued to pass down the story from generation to generation as a national legend.

Since the early 1980s however, volunteer activities undertaken by Koreans visiting from the Peninsula or resident
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in Japan have begun to restore this minor Kyoto historical site; they have been assisted in this cultural campaign by
a number of Japanese volunteers. In 1985, the first phrases describing the Ear Mound in Kyoto appeared in a
Japanese history textbook, and in 1997 alarge 400-year commemoration ceremony of the Ear Mound was organised
by means of Korean NPO initiatives, with assistance from their Japanese counterparts. Thus a little solidarity has
been gradually forming between the ancient victim and victimiser, at least on a citizens' level, after severa cen-
turies of amnesiain the latter’ s public memory.



