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Abstract

Cooper ative Development by Japan of Teaching Materialsin Japanese L anguage Education:
In the Case of Secondary Education in Indonesia

SASAYAMA Michiko
Doctorate Candidate,
Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation (IDEC)
Hiroshima University, Higashi-Hiroshima 739-8529, Japan

"Lack of teaching materials' is the most common problem in Japanese Language Training world-wide, according
to asurvey by the Japan Foundation in 1998. The problem is not solved only by donating ready-made materials, but
aso by improving teachers skills so that they are able to produce teaching materials by themselves, or to modify
and adapt the donated materials which they already have.

The purpose of this study is to examine whether this is true in Indonesia and to determine exactly what is best
done by the Japanese government to solve that problem. As part of the study, the kinds of teaching materials
Indonesian teachers actually possess and how they use those materials were investigated.

A survey of 293 high school teachers was conducted in Indonesia. Analysis of the data indicates:

1. 90% of teachers have at least one or more sources of teaching materials.

2. Most teachers use teaching materials firstly because they are used to using them, for example because they are
written in the Indonesian language, or they used it when they learned Japanese themselves. They tend not to use
materials written in Japanese and published in Japan as they are not used to using them or find them hard to make
use of.

3. Teachers who did their teacher education after the 1994 Curriculum was introduced produce more teaching
materials than those who trained before that time.

It is concluded that the results indicate "lack of materials' means not only lack of materials in terms of number,
but especialy lack of "suitable" materials for the teachers students. Ultimately, it is teachers themselves who
should produce suitable materials for their students, which means modifying published teaching materials as neces-
sary, or using other sources to create interesting and effective materials.

Therefore, it is considered that teacher education is the first priority to be focused on in cooperation for develop-
ment by the Japanese government. Donating materials is still needed. However, it is not sufficient and needs to be
complemented by enabling teachers to produce teaching materials relevant to their context.

Journal of International Development and Cooperation, Vol.8, No.1, 2001, pp. 51-66



