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Though the term of “human dignity” is very often used, it is ambiguous on the whole.
The ambiguousness of human dignity is due to that of the concept of a human being.
Nevertheless, it is certain that human dignity is the very German understanding
concept supported by historical experience and doesn’'t need any more grounds for itself.
The concept of human dignity is prescribed here in the following manner. First, it has at
least a double function of “differentiation” and “leveling” on the basis of a Christian
statement that man be created as “imago dei”. Secondly, it can have relations not only to
“life” but to “death” owing to its context. It is quite different from sanctity of life in this
respect. Thirdly, it is formulated as a decree prohibiting instrumentalization, that is,
Kant's categorical imperative of humanity. But this principle could not prevent people
from making a cloned man for the purpose of bringing him/her up. In such a case, we
need to reconstruct an image of man by adding elements of “contingency”, “uncertainty”,
“incompleteness”, and “naturalness” etc. and seek “the good of man” over again.



