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Abstract.

Specimens of the philichthyid copepod Sarcotaces sp. were collected from gall-like cysts formed

in the trunk and peduncle muscles under the skin of a blacktip grouper, Epinephelus fasciatus (Forsskål,

1775), from off Amami-oshima Island, the Ryukyu Islands, southern Japan. This finding constitutes the first
record of copepod of Sarcotaces from the Ryukyu Islands. As many as eight cysts, each containing a large
adult female, a dwaf adult male, and many eggs and nauplii of Sarcotaces sp., were observed in this fish.
Key words: blacktip grouper, Copepoda, Epinephelus fasciatus, fish parasite, Sarcotaces sp.
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The specimen of E. fasciatus was found to harbor

sues, measuring 21–43 (mean 28) mm long and 9–20
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Fig. 1. Sarcotaces sp. infecting the muscles of Epinephelus fasciatus (Forsskål, 1775) (OCF–P20130220–6). A,
fish with four swellings, indicated by crosses, of the right lateral skin, fresh specimen; B, two cysts containing
Sarcotaces sp. in the peduncle muscle of fish, fresh specimen. Arrows indicate the posterior end of female
parasite; C, adult female of Sarcotaces sp., lateral, fresh specimen; D, fish harboring a cluster of four cysts in
the left trunk muscle. This formalin-preserved specimen is the same fish shown in Fig. 1A. Scale bars: A, D,
30 mm; B, 20 mm; C, 10 mm.
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Sarcotaces is a small genus of philichthyid copepods, currently consiting of only seven valid species
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