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The Development of English Teaching Materials Based on a Comparison between the Original

Literary Text and Its Retold Version: The case of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Akira Ono and Peter K. Howell

Abstract: This paper aims to develop teaching materials based on A Christmas Carol
(1843) by Charles Dickens. The work was once included in a senior high school
English textbook authorized by the then Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and
Culture. In the textbook, three scenes are extracted from the original text with some
notes mainly written in Japanese. Though these Japanese notes are helpful, they
don’t comply with the policy of conducting English classes in English—the policy now
taken in both senior high schools and junior high schools. So, this paper developed
teaching materials all written in English. They consist of (1) extracts from the
original text of A Christmas Carol, (2) their retold texts, and (3) some questions
based on the comparison between (1) and (2). Our target learners are university or
senior high school EFL learners. When they have difficulty understanding (1), they
can refer to (2) and (3). According to their learning styles, they can read only (2)

which are written in relatively easy English but remain loyal to the original text.
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Material 1: Summary of A Christmas Carol and Directions on How to Use Materials 2, 3 and 4

A Christmas Carol written by Charles Dickens is a story about Scrooge, a stingy old man. On
Christmas eve Scrooge sees the ghost of his former business partner, Jacob Marley who tells him
that he will be visited by the Ghost of Christmas Past, that of Christmas Present, and that of
Christmas Yet to Come. Seeing his own past, present, and future with each of these Ghosts,
Scrooge turns into a generous and respectable person in one night.

The following three materials consist of (A) extracts from the original text of A Christmas
Carol, (B) their retold texts, and (C) some questions based on the comparison between (A) and (B).
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added.

First read “Original Text” of each material and, to enhance its understanding, compare “Original
Text” with “Retold Text.” Then, answer each “Question” attached.
The original texts in the materials are all from Oxford World’s Classics (2006). Underlines are

Material 2: Concerning the Scene in Which Scrooge Is Compared to Foul Weather

Retold Text

Original Text

(1)External heat and cold had little | 1
influence on Scrooge. No warmth could | 2
warm, not wintry weather chill him. | 3
(2)No wind that blew was bitterer than | 4
he, no falling snow was more intent | 5
upon its purpose, no pelting rain less | 6
open to entreaty. Foul weather didn’t | 7
know where to have him. The heaviest | 8
rain, and snow, and hail, and sleet, | 9
could boast of the advantage over him | 10
in only one respect. They often ‘came | 11
down’ handsomely, and Scrooge never | 12
did. (p.10) 13
14

External heat and cold had little influence on
Scrooge. No warmth could warm, not wintry
weather chill him. Wind that blew was very cold,
but he was even colder; falling snow was intent
upon its purpose to fall, but he was more intent
upon his purpose to make money; we entreated
pelting rain not to pelt in vain, but Scrooge was
less open to people’s entreaty to donate money or
postpone their payment to him. Foul weather
didn’t know how to affect him. The heaviest rain,
and snow, and hail, and sleet, could boast of the
advantage over him in only one respect. They
often fell a lot, but Scrooge never gave money to

people.

the underlined part (1).

Question 1: Find in the “Original Text” of Material 2 one sentence that has a similar meaning to

and “entreaty” used?

Question 2: Concerning the underlined part (2), in what ways are the words, “bitter,” “intent,”

Question 1 (Z%}7% Model Answer : “Foul weather didn’t know where to have him.”
Question 2 (Z%}9% Model Answer : They are all used to refer to both foul weather and Scrooge.

Material 3: Concerning the Scene in Which Scrooge Encounters Marley’s Ghost

Original Text

Retold Text

‘What do you want with me?’

‘Much’—Marley’s voice, no doubt about
it.

‘Who are you?

‘Ask me who I was?

‘Who were you then? said Scrooge,
raising his voice. (3)You're particular, for a
shade.” He was going to say ‘¢o a shade.’ but
substituted this, as more appropriate.

‘In life I was your partner, Jacob Marley.’

‘Can you—can you sit down? asked
Scrooge, looking doubtfully at him.

Tecan.’

‘Do it, then.’

Scrooge asked the question, because he

didn’t know whether a ghost so transparent

‘What do you want with me? asked Scrooge.
‘Much™—Marley’s voice, no doubt about it.
‘Who are you?

‘Ask me who I was?”

‘Who were you then? said Scrooge, raising
his voice. ‘You're fussy though you're a ghost.’
He was going to say ‘You're fussy about a
minute difference,” but didn’t actually say so.
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‘In life I was your partner, Jacob Marley.’
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‘Can you—can you sit down? asked Scrooge,
looking doubtfully at him.

‘Tecan.

‘Do it, then.’

Scrooge asked the question, because he
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didn’t know whether a ghost so transparent
might be able to take a chair; and felt that if it
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might find himself in a condition to take a
chair; and felt that in the event of its being
impossible, it might involve the necessity of
an embarrassing explanation. But the
ghost sat down on the opposite side of the
fireplace, as if he were quite used to it.

You don’t believe in me,” observed the
Ghost.

‘T don’t,” said Scrooge.

‘What evidence would you have of my
reality beyond that of your senses?

‘T don’t know,” said Scrooge.

‘Why do you doubt your senses?’

‘Because,” said Scrooge, ‘a little thing
affects them. A slight disorder of the
stomach makes them cheats. You may be
an undigested bit of beef, a blot of mustard,
a crumb of cheese, a fragment of an
underdone potato. There’s more of gravy
than of grave about you, whatever you are!’

Scrooge was not much in the habit of
(4)cracking jokes, nor did he feel, in his
heart, by any means waggish then. The
truth is, that he tried to be smart, as a
means of distracting his own attention, and
keeping down his terror; for the spectre’s
voice disturbed the very marrow in his
bones. (pp.20-21)
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was impossible, it might force the ghost to
make an embarrassing explanation. But the
ghost sat down on the opposite side of the
fireplace, as if he were quite used to it.

You don’t believe in me,” observed the
Ghost.

‘T don’t,” said Scrooge.

‘What evidence of my reality would you
have except the evidence that your senses give
you?

‘T don’t know,” said Scrooge.

‘Why do you doubt your senses?’

‘Because,’ said Scrooge, ‘a little thing affects
them. A slight disorder of the stomach makes
them a trickster. You may be an undigested
bit of beef, a blot of mustard, a crumb of
cheese, or a fragment of an underdone potato.
You're more of gravy than of grave, whatever
you are!’

Scrooge was not much in the habit of
cracking jokes, nor did he feel, in his heart, by
any means humourous then. The truth is,
that he tried to be smart, as a means of
distracting his own attention, and keeping
down his terror; for the spectre’s voice
disturbed the very marrow in his bones.

Question 3: The second “shade” in the underlined part (3) means “a minute difference.” What is

the minute difference mentioned here?

Question 4: Concerning the underlined part (4), what joke did Scrooge crack here?

Question 3 (Z%}7"% Model Answer : The difference between “are” and “were.”
Question 4 2%} % Model Answer : “There’s more of gravy than of grave about you, whatever you

are!”

Material 4: Concerning the Scene in Which Scrooge Eventually Turns into a Different Person

Original Text

Retold Text

Scrooge was better than his word. He did
it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim,
who did NOT die, he was a second father. He
became as good a friend, as good a master,
and as good a man, as the good old city knew,
or any other good old city, town, or borough,
in the good old world. Some people laughed
to see the alteration in him, but he let them
laugh, and little heeded them; for (5)he was
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Scrooge was better than his word. He did it
all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim,
who did NOT die, he was another father. He
became as good a friend, as good a master,
and as good a man, as the good old city knew,
or any other good old city, town, or borough,
in the good old world. Some people laughed
to see the alteration in him, but he let them
laugh, and little heeded them; for he was
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wise enough to know that nothing ever | 10
happened on this globe, for good, at which | 11
some people did not have their fill of | 12
laughter in the outset; and knowing that | 13
such as these would be blind anyway, (6)he | 14
thought it quite as well that they should | 15
wrinkle up their eyes in grins, as have the | 16
malady in less attractive forms. His own | 17
heart laughed; and that was quite enough | 18
for him. 19

He had no further intercourse with | 20
Spirits, but (7)lived upon the Total | 21
Abstinence Principle, ever afterwards; and it | 22
was always said of him, that he knew how to | 23
keep Christmas well, if any man alive | 24
possessed the knowledge. May that be truly | 25
said of us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim | 26
observed, God bless Us, Every One! (p.83) 27

wise enough to know that nothing ever
happened on this globe, for good, at which
some people did not have their fill of
laughter in the outset; and knowing that
such as these would be unreasonable
anyway, he thought it better for them to
wrinkle up their eyes in grins rather than to
lose their sight. His own heart laughed; and
that was quite enough for him.

He had no further intercourse with Spirits;
on the contrary, he did not see any ghosts,
ever afterwards; and it was always said of
him, that he knew how to celebrate
Christmas well, if any man alive possessed
the knowledge. Let’s wish that would be
truly said of us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny
Tim observed, God bless Us, Every One!

Question 5: Concerning the underlined part (5), find in the “Original Text” of Material 4 one

adjective that has the opposite meaning of “wise.”

Question 6: Concerning the underlined part (6), wrinkle up your eyes in grins as is described in

the passage.

Question 7: Concerning the underlined part (6), express “the malady in less attractive forms” in

one word.

Question 8: Why does the underlined part (7) mean that Scrooge did not see any ghosts?

Question 5 (Z%}7~% Model Answer : “blind”

Question 6 [Z%]3 % Model Answer : (Wrinkle up your eyes to the extent that they are completely

closed.)
Question 7 |Zx%f 9 % Model Answer : blindness

Question 8 (Z%}7~% Model Answer : Because spirits can mean ghosts and alcohol.
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