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This dissertation empirically analyzes and investigates physician behavior in the Ghanaian health care system,
where the patient-physician relationship is highly patternaristic, physician discretion is high, medical literacy is low, and
health sector compensation is relatively low, with particular emphasis on the concepts of physician induced demand and
physician effective demand.

The chapters of this paper are organized as follows: Chapter 1 presented the academic motivation and research
objectives. In Chapter 2, the study used comprehensive data on administrative claims in Ghana to identify the
association between competition and health care utilization and quality. Chapter 3 found new scientific evidence on the
issue of physician motivation using a list-experiment design approach. Chapter 4 similarly used a list-experiment
approach to find evidence regarding the medical practice problem from the patient's perspective. These findings were
consistent with each other. It indicated that both physician-induced demand (PID) and physician-enabled demand
(PED) exist within Ghana's healthcare system. Chapter 5 is the conclusion.

The dissertation contributes to the literature in that it is the first to demonstrate the existence of physician induced
demand (PID) and physician effective demand (PED) through causal inference, as the existing literature has used
association analysis with observational data.

The main contents of this dissertation have already been published as two SSCI journal articles. As a result of the
above examination, the committee unanimously agreed that the dissertation is of sufficient value to confer the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy in Economics.
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